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HAVE WE MISSED SOMETHING? 


THE CON 


Comic-Cons or conventions for just comics, science fiction, movies, video games and 
animation have been going on since the 1960’s. Designed to house the greatest artists and 
their product of any of those respected genres, the “con” is now more than just a place for 
“geeks” to speak languages no one else understands. The Con is a place to share the lore, 
history, and development of incredible artists and creators and, of course, buy really cool and 
exclusive merchandise! It’s a place to meet the creators of your favorite stories, games and 
drawings and hear them talk about their inspiration. It’s a destination, a yearly event, for the 
fans to meet the artists in the biggest rooms in cities around the world and experience it in 
a super-saturated environment filled with hundreds and thousands of people that all have 
a similar obsession. It’s the ultimate cool and an event to plan for every year, and yes, even 
make a special “uniform” specifically to boast your favorite character. 


MAY 


We have to admit that there are far 
more Cons than we can possibly put our 
fingers on, and thank goodness for that! 

But in the midst of creating our list, we 
may have missed your favorite event. 
How could we? If you think we should list 


an event for our readers to attend, please 

send us an email so we don’t miss any of 

the action! And who knows, perhaps our 

readers and maybe even our staff might 
visit your venue! 
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See Epic Cosplayer Lonstermash as Wolverine and Cosplay Photographer / Official Photographer Ning 
Wong’s Cosplay Photography Panel at the Long Beach Comic Con May 30th - June Ist! 
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It’s not a mystery that Geek Fantasy is heavy into 
social media. We love to get the fan responses on a 
variety of geek related topics and interact with our 
readers about what we print and more. It’s no secret 
that one of our most popular and favorite platforms 
is Instagram. 


Utilizing images to involve our readers and fans is 
an excellent way to interact and share. In doing so, 
we often read many conflicting opinions, passionate 
opinions, and folks who are just plain lost. We read 
them all! We might even be the only account that 
actually reads all of our fan comments. Heck, we even 
comment back! Shocking! 


We’ve developed regular postings that, if you follow 
us, you are very use to seeing. We host a #BumbOfT- 
heDay and and #BustOfTheDay, which have become 
big favorites, for obvious reasons. Our #VS “epic 
battles” have become very popular and get our fol- 
lowers into serious debates about beloved characters 
and heros. 


It wasn’t long before we discovered that our Insta- 
gram page was far more interactive than we had ever 
planned for. Staff assembled and decided to share 
some of the funniest, oddest and even creepiest 
responses we get. 
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Captain America: The Winter Soldier shook the world of Marvel more than any 
other Marvel Cinematic Universe movie to date. The organization that we thought 
was out to protect us from the evil of the world was actually corrupted by Hydra! 
Does that mean that we are evil too? What about all the good that was accom- 
plished by S.H.I.E.L.D. in the years since its’ inception? We know that following all 
of the craziness in the Marvel Universe can be pretty difficult to keep up with so 
we are ready to clear out the confusion, detect the insurgence and embark ona 
review all of the reasons why the desolation of S.H.I.E.L.D. is big friggen deal. 


The conception of S.H.I.E.L.D. was said to be conceived by Nick Fury sometime 
after World War II, but was not actually created by him. Weird, we know. It seems 
that Fury didn’t think that the U.S. government would actually follow through 
with an organization that specializes in espionage and amassing technology and 
weapons. Go figure. S.H.I.E.L.D. was in fact formed by a United Nations’ type of 
International group that obtained Fury’s plans for the organization. Come to find 
out, that group was actually saturated with Hydra. Said group convinced the. U.S. 
Government that S.H.I.E.L.D. was a good idea by describing it as a viable option 
for a countermeasure to the new looming threat of Hydra. The idea was sanc- ~~ 
tioned and the “Supreme Headquarters International Espionage Law-enforce- 
ment Division” was created. True to form, the Hydra involvement was: undisclosed 
as Nick Fury took on the position of Director after Hydra eliminated his predeces- 
sor, Rick Stoner. To recap, S.H.I.E.L.D. was formed by Hydra to fight Hydra. 


“Always keep your foes confused. If they are never certain who you are or what. ~ 


you want, they cannot know what you are like to do next.” - George Martin ~— 


Hydra’s roots originate as far back as the earliest recorded days of human 


history. Do any of you remember the Mummy movies? Remember Imhotep? Well. - 


according to Marvel history, he led a group of Egyptians against an invasion from 
the Brood. Two of the survivors began two separate secret organizations called if 
the Brotherhood of the Spear and the Brotherhood of the Shield. The Brother- 
hood of the Spear continued to grow and went by many different names (The 


Cathari Sect, The Thule Society) but it is most well known as the multi-headed ; 2 
Hydra. The Hydra organization that movie-goers know of came to be during — == ~ 


World War Il, as depicted in Captain America: The First Avenger. Around that- 


time, Baron Wolfgang Von Strucker killed the former head of Hydra and became: - 
the Supreme Hydra, which is a fancy name for the leader. Mr. Fancy Title soon un-.. : 
covered Gnobian (alien) advanced technology after he was severely wounded: in’. 
battle with none other than Nick Fury. To heal him, the Gnobian “Mother” merged- 


with the Baron, symbiotically exchanging permanent pieces of each other. 


Spoiler Alert: For those of you who watch Agents of S.H.1.E.L.D. on ABC, and- y 2 
were wondering what that odd blue alien body was in T.A.H.LT.I., wells. now-you- 
know. soe 


Let’s talk a little about the advent of tech and weapons, because they’re awe-. 
some and deserve their own paragraph. Both S.H.I.E.L.D. and Hydra are known for 
their extremely advanced technology but their means of acquiring said tech= 
nology are very different. Hydra is advanced due to the technology stolen from. 
the Gnobians as well as technology stolen from various companies that were 
advancing in certain kinds of research, like Captain America: The First Avenger 
depicts in World War II. For those of you playing the home game, that was a Nazi 
reference. Hydra will use any kind of experimental weapons, vehicles, and devices 
to get what it wants with no thought of the possible repercussions to the world 
at large or even to its own people! If one of the Hydra operatives dies in the line 
of service to the Supreme Hydra, they believe that they died the right way. “Cut 
off one limb and two more shall take it’s place!” Heck of a company motto, eh? 
S.H.I.E.L.D., on the other hand, gets their technology from a contract with Tony 
Stark (this is in the comics, folks). Stark was commissioned to design high tech 
gadgetry that was even more advanced than what we saw in the James Bond 
movies coming out at that time. In the Marvel Cinematic Universe, it was Tony’s 
father Howard who took up the reins for S.H.I.E.L.D. in the tech department but 
the idea was the same. 


10 GEEK FANTASY « MAY/JJUNE 2014 


SESE SS SESS 


SSS 


ix 


a 


SASS 


SSA 


SSSR SES 


SSS SSeS 


TASS 


~ 


aoe 


a a ee a ee ee ee ee ee ee en 


SSO SSE EE 


Moving on to personnel, both Hydra and S.H.I.E.L.D. have superhumans on 
\ their rosters, and sometimes it’s the same superhuman! Marvel’s favorite 
‘ female ninja Elektra was on Hydra’s side for a brief brainwashed stint before 
coming back to the side of good. One of the most important figures that was 
on both sides was Spider-Woman, Jessica Drew. Jessica started her training 
under a high-ranking officer of Hydra while ignorant to his double life. After 
rebelling against a direct order to kill Director Fury, Jessica ran away from her 
problems and confusion and into the arms of a S.H.I.E.L.D. agent, who helped 
her remember her roots. Ms. Drew flip-flopped between S.H.I.E.L.D. and Hydra 
until she unknowingly had her powers returned to her by Queen Veranke of 
the Skrulls. Yes, that was as confusing for you to read as it was for us to write. 
S.H.1.E.L.D. keeps it’s relationships with superheroes/super villains genial as 
to be able to use them whenever necessary. Obviously, S.H.I.E.L.D. has a close 
relationship with Captain America and Iron Man, which, in turn, gives them a 
close relationship with the Avengers. On numerous occasions, the Avengers 
have single-handedly or as team, foiled one of Hydra’s plots. This happened 
so often that Hydra decided to form their own team comprised of Avengers 
clones. Granted, it was only four people (Captain America, Hawkeye, Iron 
Man, and Thor) but it was still a team. 


LLLP LAD PLLA ALAA ES 
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-In recent years, following the comics, after the Skrull invasion of Earth, both 
S.H.I-E.L.D. and Hydra were scrambling to get all of the spies and shape-shift- 
ing Skrull aliens out of their organizations. Hydra leader Baron Von Strucker, 
all the while being advised by The Professor, took grand action to eradicate 
the S.H.I.E.E.D. spies from his ranks. Nick Fury was quickly discovering that 
‘Hydra had been controlling S.H.I.E.L.D. from the beginning. In the end, as 
stories go, the good guys win, as Fury exposes The Professor as his long-time 
Life Model Decoy double agent and the Baron takes a heavy slug to the head. 

- Oh; the drama! Granted most of these points aren’t addressed in the live ac- 
tion movies, the general point is made: S.H.I.E.L.D. compromised. Hydra Bad. 
_~.No more S.H.I-E.L.D.. What do we do now? 


Pa 


ee me 


~ Following the comics, S.H.I.E.L.D. is now being run by Maria Hill, which is ex- 
tremely. hot. Sorry, had a “woman on top” man-fantasy moment there. There 
~~ are.a lot of talked-about Avengers 2 storyline opportunities to show actress 
< Coby. Smulders running the show. We are looking to Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. to 
} potentially introduce this storyline into the live action plots, or at least hint 
to it: As for Hydra, the comics have the organization being run by the Hydra 
“Queen and continues its plans to rule the world. 


2 : Granted, there are storylines and characters that we didn’t include in our 
overview of the dissolution of S.H.I.E.L.D., but trust us when we say that we 
~-couldn’t tell you everything using every page of this issue let alone a short 
article. Regardless, the point has still been made: S.H.I.E.L.D. is down and 
there is a huge question mark as to what will happen next. As far as the 
‘comics have depicted, S.H.I.E.L.D. was briefly dissolved and went though 
amomentary name change, but has since reconstituted and continues to 
operate. Looking at the Cinematic and TV Marvel Universes alike, S.H.I.E.L.D. 
has crumbled and its members are scattered to other governmental organi- 
\ zations, revealed their Hydra allegiance or dead. TV’s Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D., at 
‘ the cusp of its season finale, with no confirmation of a Season 2, may reveal 
integral clues as to the potential reconstitution of S.H.I.E.L.D., thus setting 
up the next movie in this storyline in the Marvel Movie Universe: Avengers 
2. But until we get a Season 2 green light, we won’t have a friggen clue until 
May 2015. So for all you comic fans out there who get a tickle over seeing 
your comics come to life, watch Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. so the ratings support 
a Season 2, and we can find out what the heck they plan to do without being 
inevitably forced to wait an entire year for a plot point. This isn’t Sherlock, 
folks! If not for the potential of crossover storylines and characters, do it for 
Coulson. 
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The 


Advent of the 

EDaqpaccall 
Personal 
Assistame 


It’s 2014 and that means we are lazier than ever. But all jokes aside, 
we are finding ourselves in a position where it is far simpler to use 
our tech-toys than to be socially savvy. With the advent of the 
digital personal assistant, everyone can take his or her Starbucks 
empowerment ordering to a whole new level, and it seems like the 
world is on board. From Siri to Google Now and Cortana, major tech 
companies are clamoring to create their own advanced system of 
asking a question and getting it answered by a mobile computer 
device. 


In early 2010, Siri was launched; it was an iPhone app with the same 
name. Many don’t know that Siri was almost an Android excusive 
for Verizon, but Steve Jobs and Apple put a stop to that when they 
acquired Siri and made the digital assistant exclusive to Apple de- 
vices. Now it has developed into Apple’s “your wish is its command 
system that not only understands but boasts it “knows what you 
mean.” Now Apple is claiming new advancements in Siri’s technol- 
ogy, like integrating with your car system and more. The prospects 
are very enticing and knowing how Apple likes to maintain their 
“cool kid” image, there are sure to be more developments in the Siri 
application sooner than we think! 


” 
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Granted Siri is the most widely known personal assistant, it is not 
the only one on the market. Not to say that Google always seems to 
come out on top but they-de Google Now, launched with Android 
41 in 2012, is rocking hard and continues to improve. With proactive 
notification and generally simple access to exactly what you are 
looking for, Google Now is on top of the digital assistant game. Of 
course nothing is perfect, as the many Android phone manufactur- 
ers create an issue over the multiple customizations of the systems 
and aps. Some users have noted that the “anticipation” of the Goo- 
gle Now can create monitoring of a given “request” that was never 
desired. An example would be asking about the scores of a game 
and Google Now storing a team as your favorite. Perhaps one of the 
coolest integrations, which can be seen on the official website, is its 
ability to see an appointment, check traffic and calculate when you 
need to leave. Unfortunately the “bad traffic” excuse will become far 
less valid. Damn. 


If Google Now is the toddler, Cortana is the newborn of the digital 
assistants, with its launch on the new Windows 8.1 phones in the US. 
It has a lot to promise, as it will launch as a beta product. So how 
does Microsoft claim to have created the next level of personal 


— SS 


Google now 


assistants? Cortana’s startup asks an extraordinarily long list of questions from how to 
pronounce your name to personal information about your Facebook friends. Hmm... but 
we are hoping that all of this data, stored in the editable notebook, is strictly used to make 
Cortana as exact as possible in accessing specifically what the user/owner wants. Joe 
Belfiore, who manages Microsoft’s Windows Phone division says, “...Cortana... gets to know 
you. She’s always looking out for you.” Creepy? Sexy? Cool. He claims Cortana, named 
after Master Chief’s A.|. assistant in Halo, is “beyond what you’d expect” and we’re thinking 
he’s right. One of the major customizations Cortana promises is the ability to add remind- 
ers to contacts. You’ll have far fewer forgetful moments. If Cortana can truly perform how 
Microsoft promises, it will be remarkable and become invaluable to users. The plan is to 
have Cortana replace the search function and be your new adaptive homie all in one glow- 
ing blue circle. 


What does the consumer really want? What none of these digital personal assistants have 
yet to master: a way to connect us to what we want in an intuitive way. After looking over 
what each of these personal assistants have fulfilled and promise to fulfill, Cortana seems 
to be the closest in achieving that task, though at the moment, Google Now is top dog. We 
don’t mean to hate on Siri or leave her out, in fact, Siri is rather consistent and iOS7 does 
have proven improvements. 


: notebook 

: interests 

: remind me 

: quiet hours 

: inner circle 

: places 

: music searches 
: settings 


all 4G Ce 12:38 


: multi-step query : 

: Ask a question and you get an : 

> answer. Fair enough. Getting : ia | p 
: the answer you wanted, even” : | 

: better. But asking follow-up : 

: questions? Yeah, right. Siri 

: has made it possible. Find the 

: closest movie theatre, then 

+ search movies, then tickets 

and finally buy them. Perfect. 


To make things fun, lets put this 

in perspective of ladies. Siri is the 
reliable, stable girlfriend who may 
have a clever quip here and there 
but has a dull side and may not 
always be paying attention. Google 
Now is the lady who knows you well, 
the relationship is still fresh but can 
occasionally have a split personality 
depending on what friends she is 
with and may be hard to track down 
when you're looking for her. Corta- \ 
na is new, young and hot, with all 

the promises to be the lady of your 

dreams, but since the relationship 

is new, you’re not sure if it’ll hold up 

after a few months of honeymoon 

phase. As many consumers have 

come to acknowledge, it may just a 
come down to user preference, ie: 

Blackberry vs. iPhone vs. Android. : 
But for now, it’s a waiting game as to \ 
which digital personal assistant will 

trump the others and reign queen. 


TECH 


remind me 
The next time | talk to... 


You'll never have an excuse to : 
forget again. Cortana has anincred- ‘ 
ible reminder system that connects 
your notice to the right person and 
when they contact you, the notice 
pops up and boom... you’re remind- : 
ed of what you almost forgot. Now 
that’s a personal assistant! 


Everything 
has an 

origin 

story. 
Microsoft 
named 

their 

new 

Personal 
Assistant 
after 

Master Chief's 
A.l. assistant 
in Halo: 
Cortana. pb» 
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EVER WANTED TO 
BE THE HEROG 


Want a great piece of personal artwork? 
Want to give a really unique gift? 


Fan Art Exhibit specializes in the digital 
manipulation and illustration of regular 
people into their favorite Comic Book, 
TV, Movie or Pop Culture character 


Whoever the person or character, Fan 
Exhibit can bring your superhero drea 


fp 
Alexis Cozombolidis of IGN.co 
asked to be turned in the ‘Woman of Stee 
Follower her on Twitter @LetsGetLex 


Regular graphic design and 
illustration work also available 


fanartexhibit.com 


9 
oy RE OE Raw Sania i 
? SCAR RTE ARE va hth IP eee oy 
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fanartex@gmail.com ¢« @fanartexhibit 


m THEATER 


CAPTAIN AMERICA 


THE WINTER SOLDIER 


God bless America, Captain America that is. 


RELEASE: April 4, 2014 


With all of the movies that have come out 
in the Marvel Cinematic Universe, no one 
thought that Captain America: The Winter 
Soldier would be possibly the most impres- 
sive one out of all of them. 


All of the Marvel movies to date have had 
a similar style to them: Lots of action with 
bits of comedy more than lightly sprinkled 
in. What audiences may have been expect- 
ing from the second Captain America movie 
would be just a filler movie until the next gi- 
ant Avengers flick. Just another blockbuster 
Hollywood movie to make Marvel some more 
money and to keep interest going in the MCU. 
How delightfully wrong they were! 


Even some of Captain America’s biggest 
fans and supporters were concerned with 
what would be involved in having a Captain 
America movie not set in the days of World 
War 2. Cap is a soldier! What would he have to 
do without a war going on? What they were 
forgetting is that this is S.H.I.E.L.D. and there 
is always a secret war going on. In fact, this 
movie explores a secret that has been going 
on since the Captain was first put on ice... 


The first big issue that Cap had to deal with, 
shortly after disposing of Batroc the Leap- 
er (played by Georges St-Pierre who did a 
phenomenal job by the way), was figuring 
out who seemingly killed Nick Fury and why. 
After a brief and somewhat telling meeting 
with Alexander Pierce (Robert Redford) Cap 
is attacked as he heads out of S.H.I.E.L.D. by 
everyone that can be thrown at him. Cap pulls 
off some pretty sick moves as he takes out 
personnel and a hover craft that are trying to 
stop him from leaving. Eventually, Mr. Rogers 
runs into the would-be-killer named The Win- 
ter Soldier. 


For those fans playing the home game, the 
reveal of Bucky Barnes as the Winter Soldier 
was not a surprise. From a comic book purist 
standpoint, the movie does a relatively good 
job of following the story line and only veers 


off to cut small corners and not make the 
movie 5 hours long. 


After all of the cards are on the table, we see 
that Hydra has been building up it’s strength 
inside the heart of S.H.I.E.L.D. with it’s corrup- 
tion going all the way to the top leaders. This 
leaves Captain America and the Black Widow 
with no other option but to seek the help of 
one of the only people Steve trusts now, Sam 


MOVIE STATS 


Director: Anthony Russo, Joe Russo 
Writer: Christopher Markus 

Staring: Chris Evans, Samuel L. Jackson, 
Scarlett Johansson, Robert Redford, 
Sebastian Stan, Anthony Mackie, Cobie 
Smulders, Emily VanCamp 


Studio: Warner Brothers 
Running Time: 736 minutes 


VERDICT: As soon as the action starts it 
becomes a non-stop thrill ride that will 
have you at the edge of your seat. 


Wilson. The way that Steve and Sam (Antho- 
ny Mackie) banter back and forth keeps the 
comedy that Marvel filmgoers are used to go- 
ing on throughout the whole movie. Sam is 
usually saying something clever (or just plain 
funny) and taking a little of the gravity away 
from the otherwise emotionally and visually 
intense movie. 


In the third act of the film, Cap and Falcon 
have to take on Hydra’s three flying gunships 
while Nick Fury is trying to help Black Widow 
take down Hydra leader Alexander Pierce. This 
sequence is one of the coolest 3D moments in 
the movie with the Falcon performing an aeri- 
al ballet while dodging gunfire from both the 
gunships as well as from Hydra planes. Cap 
takes on the Winter Soldier once again and 
tries his best to snap his old friend out of it. 
This is one of the emotion driven scenes in 
the movie that pushes the sentimental button 


NEW XELERSE 


while still giving us all the action that we 
could ask for. 


After the events of Captain America: The 
Winter Soldier the MCU will never be the 
same again. S.H.I.E.L.D, one of the only things 
keeping the movies cohesive, was disbanded. 
The Winter Soldier is a wildcard and could re- 
turn at anytime. Hydra is still out there (cut off 
one head...) and could reveal they’re next plan 
anytime. What roles will “the twins” play in 
the following movies? There are many ques- 
tions left unanswered and the only hope for 
fans is to keep up with Agents of S.H.I.E.L.D. 
for more information. 


The movie was overall a visual stunner that 
gave fans exactly what they wanted from a 
Captain America movie. It showcased the 
Captain’s unerring morals as well as his raw 
power and skills. If fans weren’t appeased 
by all of the visuals, the story development 
and writing were superb as well. This movie 
pumped on all cylinders. As soon as the ac- 
tion starts it becomes a non-stop thrill ride 
that will have you at the edge of your seat and 
sometimes even on the edge of tears. Next to 
The Avengers this could be the best movie 
that Marvel has put out yet, and the fans can’t 
wait for more. 
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TREKKIE 
NASA 
SPIDEY 


LADY 
GAMER 
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CON 
QUEBEC 
STAR WARS 
TWELVE 
TATOOS 
ZELDA 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY MATT BARNES 
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Kay DeCourval 


WE WERE 
WONDERING IF 


IF WE SAID 
“PRETTY 
PLEASE”... 


WHEN MW2 
CAME OUT 
| HAD ALREADY 
PRE-ORDERED 
IT 2 MONTHS 
IN ADVANCE 
AND WAITED 
AT THE 
MIDNIGHT 
PREMIERE. 
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W @kaydecourval 


(©) @kaydecourval 
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XBOX OR PLAYSTATION? 
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DC OR MARVEL? 


‘Marvel! 


STAR WARS OR STAR TREK? 


“Too tough to answer... 


Y 
HEROES OR VILLAINS? 


Herve 4 daily reminder of 
whet “nat shou? be fi Le! 


IMAX OR 30D? 


Imax 


ANIME OR COSPLAY? 


COSPLAY YU 
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Marathon this, you will. 


written by Travis Moody 


This past weekend saw the highly 
anticipated release of “The Lost 
Missions” season of Star Wars: 

The Clone Wars. This Sixth Season 
comes courtesy of Netflix, as the 
Jedi faithful have now been given 
the option to watch the entire 13-ep- 
isode in one sitting. 


Had it not been for my good 
hometown friend “The Kid” Nick B 
just last year, | would have, quite 
frighteningly, let The Clone Wars slip 
by. And who could blame my late 
pass, since the cinematic Episodes 
I-Ill were so sorely disappointing. | 
then seized the opportunity to back- 
track and catch up with what | now 
consider the second greatest “geek” 
cartoon ever behind only Batman: 
The Animated Series. Even that is 
debatable. 


The Clone Wars is an addiction. 
The series even makes Anakin Sky- 
walker appear the badass he always 
intended to be — he is Darth Vader, 
after all — and has the absolute 
finest 3-D rendered CGI graphics in 
all of TV animation. Sure, a similar 
animated style never fully caught on 
with the short-lived Green Lantern 
and Beware the Batman toons, but 
with The Clone Wars, it’s been noth- 
ing short of a significantly pleasing, 
whimsical “little” adventure. 


Of course, if you consider your- 
self anything close to a Warsie, 
you know the deal by now: Disney 
bought Star Wars (and just about 
everything else in and around your 


house) and, with that, the next Star 
Wars animated series. With the 

new owners it only makes sense 

the show shifted over from Car- 
toon Network to Disney XD. With 
anything and everything Star Wars 
preparing for this newfound Disney 
launch (JJ Abrams’ Episode VII will 
see light December 18, 2015 anda 
new line of SW comics are also com- 
ing to Marvel sometime next year), 
executive producers Simon Kinberg, 
Greg Weisman, and Dave Filoni 
decided to shift their Clone focus to 
Star Wars Rebels. The new animated 
series set between Episodes III and 
IV will premiere a one-hour special 
on the D and subsequently air this 
Fall on the XD. 


That sounds all well and good, but... 


YOU DON’T CANCEL ONE OF 
THE GREATEST ANIMATED 
SERIES EVER! 


Thankfully, 
the gang over 
at Lucasfilm 
was listening... 


..except when 

it comes to 

Ahsoka Tano. Wasn’t 
the whole point of 
having a Season 6 

to discover our 
favorite Padawan’s 
fate following her 
departure? | suppose 
that will have to wait. 
Oh, and about Darth Maul... 


His story is coming to a Dark Horse comic mini-series, Son of Dathom- 
ir, on May 21. Kind of cool. At least it’s coming in some form or fashion. 
But hey, for the most part, “The Lost Missions” doesn’t try to be any- 
thing else but that: a season lost on its own discourse. It is a mixed 
bag of brilliance and the unnecessary, or, merely just a brave attempt 
to make Jar Jar look cool. Yippee. 


But have no fear, the Force in Season 6 is also very much clear. De- 
spite this disruption among the ranks — much of the Rebellion is final- 
ly able to smell the poo sweating off Senator Palpatine (you can just 
see it in Ani’s eyes) — there’s plenty here for Clone Wars vets to adore. 
The actual Star Wars is great. The air strikes between Clones and 
Droids are as furious and as frantic as the films, offering plenty of 
excitement between the typically sound geopolitical studies. With so 
much interplay between the Separatists and Republic, a who’s who of 
double-crossing, shaking and mind breaking, the battles become as 
important as ever. Eye-pilots will get plenty of bang for their Netflix 
buck. And besides the aforementioned hijinks with Mr. Binks and Mace 
Windu (whose own ninjitsu saves a poorly thrown-in arc), this season 
remains as deep and dark as usual. 


The most haunting sequences involve Master Yoda. The Jedi mas- 
ter (voiced by Tom Kane) takes it upon himself in the season’s final 
arc to examine his own health — more importantly his own psyche 
— through a series of Force trials during these most treacherous of 
times, to catch whether there’s even an inch of Sith in our little green 
pal. More importantly, we finally get to find out how Yoda got to Da- 
gobah. 


Of course, if you’re reading this then you more than likely watched 
the original and know the answer to what awaits Yoda, but these fi- 
nal episodes still display a mighty impressive array of sequences and 
exciting challenges. One particular moment in this “mind trial” even 
reminds me of the final stages to Mass Effect Ill. 

Oh! Did | just turn you all away? Shame, then. 


Strangely enough, the third story arc spotlighting the mothaf&**&# 
Mace (Terrance C. Carson) and Jar Jar’s adventure through interga- 
lactic India isn’t even the season’s worst. It’s saved by one amazingly 
badass fight sequence that us Jedi have been craving since his un- 
timely cinematic death. No, the “Lost Files” second batch of episodes 
could have been easily called “Bank Wars.” | know Filoni and Co. love 
meshing George Lucas’ intended vision with their own modern sen- 
sibilities (i.e. Mace letting Jar Jar borrow his “iPhone”), but using our 
own current hatred towards corruption with fantasy/space lore was 
nothing...well...more than a bore. 

| 


SAT 


TV 


Padme (Natalie Portman in the movies) Amidala‘s ex-boyfriend Rush 
Clovis couldn’t rush off the screen quick enough. He’s such a toolkit. 
We know it, Anakin knows it, the Separatists know it — and that’s why 
his own senseless gullibility is used for their own political agenda. Be- 
sides catching Darth Anakin (Matt Lanter) kicking the crap out of Clo- 
vis a couple of times, it was nearly just as rad watching Count Dooku 
(Corey Burton) get snatched up by a higher power as well. 
Dissention lies not only within the Gala-Republic ranks here in Season 
6 kiddies... 


This leads me to the beginning of the end, the opening arc that 
means more to the title of the show than any other: Order 66. How did 
the Clones - in this era of Star Wars dubbed The Clone Wars, after all - 
become so important? So human, so gifted, so not-your-typical-mind- 
less-useless-drone-character. Why have we fallen in love with soldiers 
who were never really household names to begin with? 


Crazier, just how are they programmed? The opening act explores 
many of those questions in addition to the fate of Clone trooper Fives. 
Expect it to get hella hairy up in there. It’s these types of stories that 
essentially and aesthetically separate this era from the rest. So, even if 
we don’t exactly get all the answers we want concerning some of the 
more household names (including arguably the most popular Clone of 
all, Captain Rex), this series has always been about them anyway. And 
the answers shared this season may frighten you. 

Final thoughts... (weeps and cries more than you and your sister did 
during the season finale of True Detective)... 


For a series based on the tradition of Good vs. Evil, there’s a lot 
of gray-area duality fishing through the majority of the characters in 
this final season — especially the Clones. If the prime goal of this cre- 
ative team was to make us feel for everyone involved, then, hell, they 
deserve all the credit in the world for doing just that. Above all, The 
Clone Wars has accomplished what had been initially thought impos- 
sible: make us like Episodes I-III. This series went and flourished each 
and every character and important instance from the newer films, and, 
better yet, gave all of this intergalactic gloss some bleeping person- 
ality. 


Indeed there’s plenty of personality — and, thankfully, heart — in the 
sixth and final season of The Clone Wars, even if the details us Jedi so 
longed for still have to wait at the expense of a damn Mouse. 

GF 
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ALITTLE 
COSPLAY INTO 
THE BEDROOM? 
| THINK IT COULD 
BE FUNANDA 
GREAT WAY 
TO KEEP THINGS 
SPICY INA 
RELATIONSHIP. 
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This former NFL cheerleader has a secret: 
she’s geeky and she knows it! Find out what 
this Wolverine loving beauty thinks about 
X-Men and dating a geek. 


ou became our geek fantasy the 
moment we saw that bodysuit. 
You must be a Marvel fan. Who is 
your favorite character? 
Wolverine. | like the “animal” in 
him. [Also] Emma Frost, because of 
her psychic & telepathic abilities. 
Someone who can do such powerful things to, 
and with, the mind is untouchable in my eyes. 
Plus she’s hot, can turn herself into a diamond, 
and come on, who doesn’t love a blonde? 
No arguments there! Did you channel some of 
that sexy powerful blonde for your shoot? 
It really was one of the funnest shoots | have ever 
done. | felt like a real life superhero. This truly is a 
huge honor to me to be in Geek Fantasty Maga- 
zine. I’m definitley a huge fan. 
And we are big fans of you... and those boots. 
Tell us all about your incredibly sexy outfit. 
What’s a superhero without boots or a cape? | re- 
ally feel like those boots have that special power. 
The bodysuit is out of this world. | loved getting 
to wear it for the shoot. It really was crazy how 
good it fit. It was like it was made for me, fit like a 
glove. | wear it all the time. | really loved rocking 
that whole ensemble head to toe. 
We are so glad you did! It’s hard to imagine a 
girl like you staying single for long. Are youa 
comic geek lover or likely to game on the couch? 
Let’s game on the couch. |’d be totally down 
for that. Just be sure to do something cute or 
thoughtful. A girl loves to feel connected and 
learn about whatever her man is into. | really 
think that would be fun... an ideal date. 
Is there anything that might throw you off about 
a guy asking you out? Heavy geek-wear maybe? 
Rock it, | love it! Anytime. Anyday. Anywhere. | 
know | do and do it proudly. It may be the geek 
in me but i think its cool. [And throw me off?] | 
can think of several but one of them is bringing 
your phone out. That is a huge pet peeve of mine 
especially on a date. | want to feel special and 
have you all to myself for that short amount of 
time. Give me all your attention, please. 
I can’t see how any guy could be looking down 
when you’re standing in front of him. You seem 
like a lady who likes the hero. 
| tend to have more love for the heroes cause I’m 
such a goodie goodie but I’ve got a little bad side 
to me too so every once in awhile | take sides 
with a villain. 
GF 
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NEW 2ELEASE 


_ AWESOME 


DIVERGENT 


From a Popular Book Series to the Silver Screen, The First Installment of This Epic Series Hits Theaters. 


RELEASE: March 21, 2014 


The new teen sensation movie has arrived! 
Yes boyfriends, prepare yourselves for anoth- 
er set of movies following a female lead that 
will have YOUR female leading you to mov- 
ie theaters. Face the facts: you are going to 
be there anyway so might as well know what 
you are watching. That being said, this review 
will have some spoilers throughout so be sure 
to look surprised when you watch the movie 
with your lady. 


Divergent is the first book in the trilogy of 
the same name featuring Beatrice “Tris” Prior 
(played by Shailene Woodley) in which she 
must choose her destiny! Okay so it may not 
be as severe as that but it was a decision full 
of dramatic pressure. Here is the scoop: Be- 
atrice lives in dystopian Chicago where, after 
a terrible war, society has changed drastically. 
Society is divided into five factions that dic- 
tate your role for the rest of your life. Beatrice 
was in the faction named Abnegation, which 
was supposed to mean that she is selfless. 
Beatrice, however, longed to do Parkour with 
the group from Dauntless, which is the mili- 
tary trained, action-packed, adrenaline junkie 
faction. Luckily for Beatrice, once children be- 
come of age they take a hallucinogenic apti- 
tude test and can change their faction to any 
that they believe they belong in. The catch is 
that once decided, they can never return to 
their former faction, which means, she loses 
her family. Ah, more drama. Her test however, 
showed her to be Divergent, meaning that she 
has characteristics of all the factions, which is 
not as common as you may think. She decides 
to go where her heart longs and chooses to 
become a Dauntless. Bye-bye family. Tear. 


At this point, we have to stop and say that 
this caste system being employed by the gov- 
ernment seems inherently designed to fail. 
Though it seems to be working so far, we de- 
tect an uprising in the future. Yes, if you read 
the books, you already have a clear picture as 
to what happens next, but for now, let’s just 
keep the tension alive. 
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MOVIE STATS 


Director: Nei/ Burger 

Writer: Eva Daugherty 

Staring: Shailene Woodley, Theo James, 
Ashley Judd, Zoe Kravitz, Kate Winslet 
Studio: Summit Entertainment 

Running Time: 739 minutes 


VERDICT: Despite its teen book derivation, 
Divergent is an action packed emotional 
drama that will satisfy the viewer and 
maybe even the book fans as well. 


GF Reader Notes 


“the sectors can easily suffer filtering of per- 
sonalities from other groups simply because 
of the individual having two personalities, the 
personality of their family and the personality 
of their group.” - @Eduardo3Marcos 

BASED ON 


THE? WORLDWIDE BESTSELLER 
*. = 


WHAT MAKES YOU DIFFERENT WAKES You DANGEROUS 


DIVERGENT 


How can this totalitarian government’s plan 
work if non pure breeds (so-to-speak) are 
tainting the different factions? Perhaps we 
are looking too far into this. Let’s get back to 
the action! 


By action we mean “Tris” and her new gal 
pal Christina getting treated like pledges at 
a deadly fraternity where they practically 
haze to death. They repeatedly get knocked 
around by the male students and teachers 
as well as by one of their very large female 
peers. These girls get worked. The first half of 
the movie is essentially basic training (which 
Tris is failing) until they reach the 2nd half. Tris 
seems to excel in the field training exercises 
and is managing to maintain the possibility 
of staying in her chosen faction. That is also 
when she begins to get...ahem...close to her 
instructor. The long and short of it? He takes 
his shirt off, she touches his back, and it’s on. 
She does let him know that she won’t be giv- 
ing it up just quite yet though so no naughty 
scenes here. Sorry. 


The 3rd act reveals the actual antagonist of 
the film, the Erudites, who are trying to use 
chemicals to turn the Dauntless into their own 
personal army to take over the city. The only 
flaw in their plan is that the chemicals don’t 
work on the Divergents, which includes our 
heroine and her new boy toy. Oops, should 
have said spoiler alert. After a couple of near 
deaths (and some actual ones) our lady Tris 
leads a small team back into the Dauntless 
camp to take down the Erudite leader (played 
by Kate Winslett) and save the day. 


Overall, the movie does deliver on action and 
keeps you interested in the story. By the end, 
you are actually vested in the characters and 
want to know what the repercussions of their 
actions will be, as well as the reactions of the 
other factions. Guys, we want to let you know 
that it is okay to enjoy watching this movie! 
There is enough action and drama to perhaps 
have you being the one keeping tabs on when 
the sequel “Insurgent” is released! And you 


can still keep your man card. 
GF 


: mutant currently with the X-Men. 


_ She was born a blonde haired, blue eyed British | 
ow a purple haired, purple 
an. Long story... 


woman but sh 
eyed Japanese 


Her first appearance was in the Uk’s Captain Brit- 
ain #8 in 1976. Her first US appearance was in 1986 
in New Mutants Annual #2. 
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Inside Geek Fantasy’s Epic Cosplay: 


JENIFER ANN 


X-Men: Psylocke. 


What inspired you to cosplay Psylocke? 


Psylocke is one of my favorite female comic char- 
acters and to me, needs to be seen much more or 
put in the movies!! 


We wouldn’t mind seeing Psylocke show up. 
She’s a pretty awesome X-Men character. Is this a 
new cosplay character for you? 


She isn’t. | have done two versions of her so far: 
the X-Force and the original. 


Proof of fandom right there! How long did this 
look take you? 


Took about 15-20 hours. The leotard was the 
most difficult because it needed to be fitted and 
there was a ton of trying on, marking it, then 
making it tighter...repeat LOL!! | made sure to get 
the fitting and style of her leotard as fitting and 
accurate as possible as well as the bands around 
the legs, which tend to slide off. 


That fit is perfect so well done! Do you have a 
favorite part about cosplaying as Psylocke? 


She is super powerful and her costume is sexy yet Pee 


bad ass! | love the backstory of her character and 
her psychic powers. 


She is one of the more powerful X-Men so we £ 
definitely can understand that. Have you read any f 
of the All New Marvel Now X-Men comics? 


Not yet, but | will be visiting the comic book store thts 
this week to check em’ out! 


Awesome. It’s always great to hear cosplayers | 
researching their characters. Have you ever de- 
buted the look at a Con? 


| have taken the X-Force version to cons in Flor- 
ida and plan on taking the new original version 
| just finished out soon! She is a fan favorite, so | 
plan on doing more versions as they come out. 


Your Psylocke photos are too cool. What was 
your shoot like? 


It was great, sneaking onrooftops like a ninja 
ready to pounce on her enemies in an awesome 
outfit...who wouldn’t love that!? | had to portray a 
sense of silent revenge in the recreation of scenes 
we shot. | love every one of the final images, 

they all tell a story to me and that is what | try to 
create. GF 
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IT WAS GREAT SNEAKING O |ROO 
LIKE A NINJA. | HAD TO PORTRA\ 
OF SILENT REVENGE 


The year was 1984 and | was on the cusp of adding a second digit to 
my age. | was too young at that point to know who The Beatles were, 
let alone that one of the most influential musicians of my lifetime was 
just shot down in his prime four years earlier. 


No, it was 1984 and | was a kid. The times were simpler then and toys 
were just toys. The whole collector mentality did not exist back then. 
You were supposed to play with toys, not simply admire them behind 
shiny glass cases. When you bought a toy, half of the pleasure came 
from being able to emancipate it from the shackles of its packaging. In 
a way, today’s culture of unboxing new technology most likely finds its 
roots with these simpler times and our toy collection. 


Hasbro had a bold idea. They partnered up with Japanese company 
Takara Tomy and rebranded a couple of Takara Tomy’s toy lines to 
create a new line of alien transforming robots called Transformers and 
the rest, as they say, was history. Of course, it isn’t really just as simple 
as that, now is it? 


Usually existing franchises give birth to toys and merchandise, |’m 
looking at you George Lucas and Star Wars. This was backwards and 
had not been done before, but what kid doesn’t love a robot? And this 
was like getting two toys for the price of one. You get the aforemen- 
tioned robot and then it transforms into another, usually innocuous, 
thing. Most of the time, the Transformer robots changed into vehicles. 


Think about that, now for the price of a single toy, a kid could have a 
robot and a truck. No wonder Optimus Prime was such a popular toy. 
And hey, if you were more of the robbers type when you played cops 
and robbers, the villain line of Transformers toys had cool options too 
like Megatron and his alter ego as a Walther P38 gun or Starscream 
and the jet that he transformed into. 


But, for me, there was no Transformer more awe-inspiring than 
Soundwave. A robot that transforms into a cassette player, there is 
also no other Transformer that has been more ravaged by advances in 
technology than Soundwave. The thing that made him cool in 1984, 
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More Than Meets the Eye: . “Al 
When Toys Were Just Toys 


John Couture has been 


ve — — 
ICV | geek all of his life 
without even knowing it. 


—_ = 
_— I | That’s what happens when 


you grow up in the greatest decade known to 
man, the 1980s. His geek specialties include mov- 
ies, TV shows, music, pop culture and wherever 
they shall meet. John has been the Senior Editor 
of VideoETA.com since its inception in 1999. 


having cassettes that were ejected and transformed themselves, is 
practically non-existent in 2014. 


But yet, he was the very definition of what a Transformer was for me 
in that time and place. It’s a memory that continues to shine through 
today and this is probably the single biggest reason why | despise the 
films that Michael Bay has made based on this toy line. 


Believe it or not, early drafts of the 2007 film had transformed (oun 
most definitely intended) Soundwave from a tape deck to a helicop- 
ter. Later incarnations had changed him into a less offensive boom 
box, but eventually he was cut outright from the film. In the sequel, 
Revenge of the Fallen, Soundwave was a triple changer appearing as 
both a satellite and a jet, but interestingly enough not as a robot. 


By the time Dark of the Moon rolled around in 2011, Soundwave was 
given the alternate appearance of a Mercedes-Benz SLS AMG. In other 
words, Soundwave was in the film by name only and the heart and soul 
of the character, nay the franchise, in my book has yet to see the light 
of day. Barring a miraculous resurrection in Age of Extinction, | think 
the Soundwave era in the film series has come to a merciful end. 


We say things all the time about filmmakers robbing our youth to 
make shoddy films, but | think it rings especially true for Transform- 
ers. Don’t get me wrong; | completely understand why DreamWorks/ 
Paramount hired Michael Bay to make Transformers films. In fact, there 
are currently $1.07 billion worth of reasons that they hired him, but it 
doesn’t mean that it’s right or that | have to like it. 


They wanted to make big films with giant robots that resulted in 
humongous explosions and they certainly got that. Of course, they also 
got a couple of unexpected surprises such as the infamous Transform- 
ers testicles in Revenge of the Fallen and the utterly cardboard perfor- 
mances from the Transformers’ human on-screen co-stars. 


But it’s a new year and a new lead in Marky Mark, er Mark Wahlberg, 
so should we give Age of Extinction a chance? Well, some things do 


tend to get better with age. Mark Wahlberg the actor is definitely more suited 
for consumption than the tighty-whitey underwear model/rapper from the 


early ‘90s. 


Of course, even then he played second fiddle to his brother Donnie’s band; 
a little outfit called New Kids on the Block, perhaps you’ve heard of them? | 
guess the joke is on Donnie as Mark is both an Oscar and Golden Globe nomi- 


nated actor. 


Again, things get better with age, unless, they don’t. 


| want to believe that they have finally gotten it right and that Marky Mark will 
bring “Good Vibrations” to Age of Extinction, but | can’t shake the image of 
10-year-old me tearing up packaging that Soundwave came in just so | could 
play with the robot that simply transformed into a cassette deck. 


Those were simpler times and |’m afraid that we'll never get them back. As 
my two-year-old daughter skillfully navigates our iPad, | am confronted again 
by the realization that | have more in common with the Dinobots that populate 


Age of Extinction than | do with today’s incarnation of Optimus Prime. 


THE EVOLUTION OF OPTIMUS PRIME 


TOYS 


When the Transformers toys debuted back in 
1984, the main idea was that the Autobots, led by 
Optimus Prime, fight against Megatron and his 
Decepticons. Very early on, the popularity was 

so great that Marvel came out with a comic that 
became part of the main Marvel Universe. The 
toys themselves were created from two robot toy 
ines from the company Takara, called the Diaclone 
and Microman series. For the first two years, the 
molds from the Diaclone and Microman were 
eused and had parts made of die-cast metal. The 
original Megatron toy transformed into a realistic 
Walther P-38 pistol complete with stock and barrel 
extensions and a scope. Imagine a toy coming like 
that today! 


TELEVISION 


Toei Animation brought the first pilot of The Trans- 
ormers to the U.S. in September of 1984 featuring 
the Autobots and their human friends Sparkplug 
and Spike Witwicky, defending the Earth from the 
Decepticons. There were many incarnations of the 
series throughout the years, including making it 

all the way to the big screen in Transformers: The 
ovie. The Transformers themselves have gone 
through more than a few changes throughout their 
television runs including going from basic vehicles 
rom Earth, to futuristic vehicles from space, all the 
way to transforming into animals! After having Op- 
timus Prime die in the movie, the original show’s 
third season lost excitement and did not get a full 
ourth season. 


MOVIES 


The original 
he death of Optimus and 
came until 20 years later! 

saw something they never 
a live-action Transformers 


movies by Michael Bay, wi 


eboot the franchise with 
the main character for this 


would continue the reboo 
has been set in stone as o 
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986 movie was a huge hit despite 


yet no other movie 

n 2007 audiences 
thought they would: 
movie! Since then we 


have had the pleasure (mostly) of seeing three 


h the fourth set for 


elease this June 27th. The idea was to somewhat 


ark Wahlberg being 
fourth installment. 


There are strong rumors that a fifth and sixth film 


storyline, but nothing 
yet. All we know is that 


the visuals in these movies have been absolutely 


epic and we look forward 
in action! 


o seeing the Dinobots 


TOYS 
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This small town girl has a bold opinion 
oi her “geekdom” and doesn’t care who 
knows it. From her geek-wear to clever 
comedic timing, the more we learn about 
Nikole, the more we want to know more! 


e are very big fans of what you are 
wearing. That Transformers 
bodysuit is pretty sick. Your shoot 
must have been awesome! 
So much fun! My makeup artist 
and photographer were amazing 
and made sure everything was 
perfect for the shoot. My boots are badass and 
make me feel like a superhero! 
We think we can speak for all when we mention 
wishing we were a fly on the wall at your shoot. 
Anything interesting you want to mention that 
happened on set? 
You mean besides being oiled down every couple 
minutes? 
Wait, you’re serious? 
[It’s] a little trick of the trade to help the skin 
glisten during a shoot: baby oil. 
We have to change the subject before we start 
to stutter and forget where we are. We assume 
you’ve seen all the Transformers movies. Have a 
favorite? 
The first is always the best... so far! 
Are you excited to see the fourth installment 
with the new cast? 
Definitely! I’m a huge fan of Mark Wahlberg. He’s 
a great actor! 
It’s definitely awesome to see you rocking your 
fandom of the movies. Bold and sexy for sure. 
| love wearing bodysuits and when | saw this one 
at Forever 21, | just had to buy it! It’s sexy and 
nerdy at the same time! | often where my geek 
glasses and comic tees out in public. 
What do you think about your fella sporting his 
geek-wear in public? 
LOVE IT! Rock your geek-wear everywhere! 
Is there a mistake a guy can make when he’s out 
with you? 
Not being himself! You can always tell when 
someone is acting a certain way to impress you. 
That is a huge turnoff! If | am ona date with 
you, | have already taken a liking to you... just be 
yourself! 
That would require a guy actually asking you out 
first. Any hints? 
It’s not about the place, it’s about the connection. 
If you see me looking at you and smiling, and you 
are looking at me, it is always okay to come say 
hello. 
Before we conclude, we have to know your opin- 
ion on cosplay in the bedroom. 
Why not? If that’s what you like then introduce 
it to your partner and have at it! The bedroom is : ‘ a 
always the best place to express yourself and lose “., THERE ARE SO 


é ait ‘ MANY THING 
your inhabitations. GF WE WANT TO 
SAY BUT ALL 


WE _CAN COME 
UP WITHIS, 
“THANK YOU”. 


32 GEEK FANTASY * MAY/JUNE 2014 


@ 
aa | 


GEEK FANTASY GIRL 


a ra} d 
Yo W i N 
“CW ae 
N s 
Ny 
Nl 4 
N\\ Ag 
BY 
if 


| WAS A FAN OF TRANSFORMERS 
BEFORE THE MOVIES, BUT... 


INTO AN UBER FAN! 


[Ej /ModeiNikoleKristine [6] @NikoleKristine YW @NikoleKristine | HAIR/MUA APRIL MICHELLE 
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X-MEN SERIES, SO 
SHE HAD TO GIVE 
SOME OF THE 
ISSUES SOME 


LOVE! 


OF THE ALL NEW 


JUSTCAN’T 
GET ENOUGH 


From the two biggest names in Comics: DC and Marvel, to the many second- 
ary and independent names, Geek Fantasy reviews the latest titles and gives 


you our take on which ones you should get your hands on and the ones you 
may want to pass on. Okay, so maybe we don’t hafe any of them, but we 


include various insight and give our readers the opportunity to see if any of 
these amazing titles are stories you may want to visit your local comic shop 


and grab. Let’s get to reading! 
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GHOST RIDER #1 


Writer: Felipe Smith 
Cover Artist: Tradd Moore 


As a resident of LA and muscle car 
gear head, call me pretty excited 
about this new addition to the Ghost 
Rider saga. The All-New Ghost Rider 
returns to the cursed leather jacket, 
now having American muscle spew- 
ing out hellfire at every turn. Through 
the years the legacy of the pale rider 
has seen many variations, but noth- 
ing quite like this. 


a 


\ 
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Review by: Lance Paul 


NOW! As a fan who began with the Danny 


Ketch Dusaki bike and the Spirits of 
Vengeance driven 90’s, it’s been 
quite a shame to witness the series — aside from the massively un- 
derrated Jason Aaron run on the ole flame head — hit a rapid decline. 
Even Rob Williams’ female Rider Alejandra was ill received, and 
anything tangled up in flame since was seemingly headed towards the 
pearly gates. 


Thanks to the talents of Marvel newcomer Felipe Smith (Charac- 
ter Designer on Nickelodeon’s TMNT) and artist Tradd Moore (The 
Strange Talent of Luther Strode, Deadpool) the newest rider has 
arrived on the line. Welcome East L.A. mechanic Robbie Reyes, who, 
in true Marvel fashion, is a down-on-his-luck good guy who starts 
his journey by standing up for the downtrodden and taking a chance 
on fate for a better life. The latter involves pulling a Need For Speed 
move with racing for cash that ends in fire. Unfortunately gone (at 
least thus far) are any signs of soul sharing and pacts with the Devil. 
However, since Mephisto has been replaced with Strong Guy and the 
reworking of hell (see Peter David’s end to X-Factor) this could be 
something left for an overarching mystery storyline. 


Perhaps the biggest flaw with this All-New Ghost Rider is the dated 
approach to his retooling. In a lot of ways, this new take seems like a 
666th sequel of the Fast and the Furious franchise. The comparisons 
between the films are uncanny: Rapper lookalike race promoter (Lil 
Jon), fast cars, Hispanic lead (think Vin Diesel if he never went bald 
and was 17)... God, the only thing missing from this is a Razr phone! 
But, who knows what the alternative could have been? Ghost Rider 
zipping around in his all-electric Chevy Volt... Maybe they made the 
right moves, after all. 


It’s nonetheless admirable to watch Smith step into these mucky 
hellfire waters, penning an origin that harkens back to the Stan and 
Kirby years of Spider-Man. Robbie is an easy character to root for. | 
just wish there had been more reason for his hellfire turn. The art took 
some time to get used to, as well. 


Moore’s manga-inspired stylization made a ton of sense when he 
took on a stint for Deadpool, but | was taken aback when he was an- 
nounced as the illustrator for GR. Now, I’m blown away. As a working 
storyboard artist myself, his panel work during the car chase scene 
is just insane. The way Moore jumped between long shots to Dutch 
angles and then to GPS maps had my hands twitching. If | had any 
hold up, it was with his less-is-more attitude when it comes to sets. 
The minimalist approach doesn’t thrive with me when it comes 
to the filthy streets — and dirty garages — of East LA. 


Thing is, this just isn’t your daddy’s Ghost Rider anymore. Rather, 
this is a Rider raised on Steve McQueen and copious amounts of Japa- 
nimation. While | still have some concerns over a lack of character 


development, the American muscle meets indie movie feel pulls 
this one in front of the lot. And, let’s be honest, this is only the first 
episode of the new duo’s first season. | can sense the smoke of a 
mid-season cliffhanging skull right now. 


DAREDEVIL #1 


Writer: Mark Waid 
Cover Artist: Chris Samnee 


This series finds our favorite 
blind crime fighter in a new location 
out on the West coast of San Fran. 
Thanks to the storytelling duo of 
Mark Waid (The Flash) and Chris 
Samnee (The Rocketeer: Cargo of 
Doom) — who continue their 
red-devil run with a brand new num- 
ber — you can think of this comic 
> as Marvel’s second season of a great 
EIMARVEL ci show that wanted to toss a little 

now! FAME atts) 00 ehanod-ue: 
Review by: Lance Paul 
Seeing how this creative duo has 

acquired such a loyal fan base, one would have to wonder why a brand 
new relaunch was needed, besides the obvious selling of more comics. 
Well, Waid and Samnee thankfully — and masterfully — answer this 
and more with a new setting, a new status quo, a new non-tight wear- 
ing profession, and a new mystery to bewilder Matty’s world. 


Following fans and new readers jumping on the horn head express 
will be treated to a real gem. Not only is Waid able to entertain with 
his typically colorful take on DD, but also new fans will find a very 
easy jumping-on point for the Man Without Fear. | even found myself 
learning new bits and pieces of the origin thanks to a brief intro that 
smoothly transitions to new happenings. Maybe the coolest moment 
of the comic, however, was witnessing the usually relaxed Murdock 
(who was always able to traverse the New York City skyline with ease) 
discover frustration with this new and far more challenging terrain. 
This leads to the return of fan favorite Kristin McDuffie, who now plays 
a lesser love interest and more reliable (see: oracle) sidekick. 


And, you know, since the 3-year run of Waid on Daredevil, | have 
learned to appreciate the artistic talents of Samnee. His elegant 
portrayal of DD’s world works primarily in his use of simple lines, while 
colorist Javier Rodriguez’s (Guardians of the Galaxy) palette choices 
in this premiere issue help bring life to the sight of a blind man. With 
vivid colors that help paint the surreal life of seeing through vibrations, 
Javier scores. 


If smart readers pick up the latest on Frisco’s newest hero — number 
change or not — it’s quite obvious that they will too. 
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ANIMAL MAN #29 


ce Writer: Jeff pemilte 


» = This is the end. One of the most 
consistently great comics coming 
out of the New 52 is now finished. 
And, much like the great run of Grant 
Morrison, there’s simply not going to 
be a creative change or new sto- 
ryline with Animal Man. No, what Jeff 
Lemire has done and accomplished 
deserves a tear, a smile, and a wink 
and that’s just what we get. If you’ve 
been missing out on this near 2-and- 
a-half year storyline, well, shame 
on you. Second, don’t you realize 

that Buddy Baker is going to be the coolest superhero to grace the 

silver screen once that happens? Oh, right. This isn’t Marvel. At this 
pace, it may never happen (unless he’s forced into Man of Steel Ill, but 
that’s a story for another day). Back to my beloved series at hand, the 
final issue of A.M. may be a lil’ predictable in its format, and, slightly 
more unfortunate — but undeniably and terrifyingly cool — the most 
shocking instance will have to wait for explanation in Lemire’s next 
project, Justice League Unlimited. Still, Lemire and trusted artist 

Travel Foreman stay within the lanes of the series with infectious 

beauty, using Lil’ Wing as a vehicle to tell her daddy a bedtime story 

with Lemire’s dreamlike scribbles to boot. Although Animal Man - as 

a series TITLE — is finished for now, I’m just thankful this team made 

Buddy the Hollywood/household hero he always deserved to be. 


ASTRO CITY #10 


uti Writer: Kurt Busiek 
Cover Artist: Alex Ross 
Art Work: Brent Anderson 


Can any of us really stand alone? 
According to Winged Victory, Kurt 
Busiek’s Wonder Woman stand-in 
for his amazingly crafted Astro City 

| Universe, the answer is simple: No. 
“That’s the thing. We’re not alone. 
None of us are,” she says in her 
narration. “Sometimes we make each 
other feel that way. Sometimes we 
do it to ourselves, and however it 
happens feeling alone — when we 
don’t want to be alone — can hurt 
worse than a physical blow.” 


Review by: Travis Moody 
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Review by: Matthew McGrath 


Astro City, which is being printed under the Vertigo label for the first 
time, is like any superhero story. Winged Victory, Samaritan (Super- 
man), and the Confessor (Batman), are working together to solve 
the mystery of women missing from Winged Victory’s academy. Just 
as there is a break in the case, she is summoned to appear before 
the Council of Nike, the Greek goddess of Victory. The disembodied 
women chastise WV. for colluding with men, specifically Samaritan 
and the Confessor. The council gave her the powers to be a champion 
for women. The council wants her to stand alone, to shun her collabo- 
rators and to fight for women without the help of men. 

They allow WV to return to finish her mission. There’s a brawl, and 
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standard super villain banter — bow, yield, kneel and what have you. 


But in Astro City, the standard superhero story is always a way to 
show something else. In this case, it shows how tired some of the 
tropes are in the long-underwear funny pages. “Look at you,” says 
Winged Victory as she insults the villain, Karnazon. “You used to 
do things.” The brief diversion of fisticuffs seems to almost distract 
from the main point of the story, but the battle is a device that shows 
Winged Victory that she not only needs her allies — who free the 
missing women — but that she is exhausted at playing by the rules 
other people set for her, which leads her to lash out at the coun- 
cil. She is unafraid of losing her powers and she is unafraid of their 
judgment. “Do | send an imperfect message?” she asks. “Maybe. But 
this is how | choose to do things. To stand for what | stand for, with or 
without allies.” This Winged Victory does what she wants. 


MS. MARVEL #2 


Writer: Willow Wilson 
Cover Artist: Jamie Mckelvie 


As of late, most of the response 
I’ve seen from the Internet concern- 
ing this marvelous reboot is an up 
in feminism. Personally, being born 
on the cusp of generation-X and 
millennial, having the ability to follow 
superheroes such as Captain Marvel 
(you know, the one with boobs), She- 
Hulk (one not merely thrown into 
the Fantastic Four), Black Widow 
(her own book!), and Spider-Woman 
(Forget Mary Jane; you can have her 
replace Emma when...) just wasn’t 
happening. I’m also a melting pot of 
ethnicities, so having characters such as Kamala Khan is quite epic. 
Can’t blame her. Looking like Jenny McCarthy these days is not exact- 
ly ideal... 


Review by: Eva Ceja 


What a freaking awesome time to be a girl and into comic books! Ms. 
Marvel #2, written by G. Willow Wilson, has taken females to another 
level of super-heroism. Kamala imagines she is a superhero, but when 
she does, she is a beautiful light-skinned blonde bombshell. Not such 
a bad thing, right? But here’s the catch: Kamala is a dark-skinned and 
beautiful dark-haired Muslim girl. She is so disconnected from herself, 
that she relies on society to make up what she is supposed to look 
like if she could make a difference in the world. Why G. Willow??? 
Because... she has an interesting point to make: Can anybody be a 
superhero? Duh. It’s not gender specific, it’s not class specific, and it’s 
certainly not based on where you come from or what you were raised. 
But it is most certainly tough, as readers will witness in Ms. Khan’s 
unforeseen conquest. 


Two consecutive comics with two beat endings. Sorry, girl. 
Yet, despite all of this uncertainty, Kamala finally realizes becoming 
someone else isn’t anything at all that she imagined. What makes 
her happy is helping those in trouble. She doesn’t need to put on the 
tights (well) or change the way she looks. “Maybe,” Kamala thinks, 
“outting on a costume doesn’t make you brave.” lan Herring and 
Adrian Alphona‘s art is remarkably captivating as well. The clear facial 
expressions mesh with the cloudy coloring style, which really brings 
out the natural voice Wilson has with Kamala. With breathless visuals 
to match a hold-your-breath story, this All-New Ms. Marvel is really a 
series EVERYONE should be reading. 


AMERICAN VAMPIRE 
SECOND CYCLE #1 


Writer: Scott Snyder 
Cover Artist: Rafael Albuquerque 


With the likes of Blade, Tomb of Dracula, and Captain Britain & the 
MI:13 in distant memory, Vamps simply weren’t cool until this Vertigo 
series rolled around. Then, it was all that glittery EMO stuff that South 
Park so fantastically took care of in one episode. Scott Snyder (with 
the help of Stephen King, nonetheless) made vampires cool, if not ad- 
mired — especially Skinner Sweet. Think Jax Teller with a set of fangs 
that bleed Red Dead Redemption. The Batman scribe then went on 
to introduce a more delightful, at times even more daringly 
noirish Pearl Jones. The two together just couldn’t be 
matched. The Second Cycle is all about taking the 
established AV world Snyder and artist Rafa 
Albuquerque conjured and mashing both 
the far older lore (Ancients, Dracula, etc.) 
and newer (our Vamperoes) together for 
what else but hell on earth. Colorist Dave 
McCaig appears to be just the one to 
emphasize the hellacious dichotomy 
of optimistic activity (the saving of refugee vamps) 
and the darkly pessimistic (a haunting past is coming, 
and at what cost?). Look, kids, this is a good place to 
start. The visual contrast is striking and severely symbolic, 
the laws of the land are entirely laid out for noobs, and 
Snyder even throws the entire kitchen sink at us. So go 
ahead, try placing this comic under one specific genre. 


SOVEREIGN #1 


Writer: Chris Roberson 
Cover Artist: Paul Maybury 


With the wildly popular HBO series 
Game of Thrones set to make its 
chilling return on April 6, how could 
| NOT review this comic? Sovereign 
comes from the brain trust of Chris 
Roberson (iZombie) and Paul May- 
bury (Catalyst Comix), a story that 
meshes the medieval world of GOT 
with the horror of The Walking Dead. 
So instead, you know, of taking out 
the undead with bows, swords and 
sticks... Well... isn’t that funny. Like 
Review by: Travis Moody many of the other #1’s Geek Fantasy 
has been reviewing — Stuart Moore’s 
EGOs comes to mind in particular — Sovereign #1 is just a small 
piece of a much bigger world. There isn’t much reasoning for any of 
the comics’ situations initially (unless you want to read the lengthy 
backstory in the back of the comic). Maybury’s panels reflect a tricky 
mixture of blood-spilling reality and cartoon fantasy as readers are 
thrown into the gut of the three disparate storylines. Excluding ex- 
position doesn’t necessarily make this an excellent comic, but surely 
something full of intrigue. And I’m truly sorry, readers; | know these 
reviews are starting to sound like a broken record. There have been a 
handful of debut comics that have kicked ass right off the gate, and 
this just isn’t one of them. But, if magic, monarchy and monsters is 
your cup of tea, there’s no reason to stop sipping on Sovereign. You 
can bet I'll be at the counter looking for my monthly fix. GF 


COMICS 
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anadian bo rn James Howlett is a mutant named 
olverine, most popularly known for being a mem- 
er of the X*Men. 


ommonly known as Logan, he has a number 
of unique physical identifiers like mutton chop 
sideburns, aggressively wild hair, a scar on the right 
side of his face and foot-long retractable bone 
claws stored in his forearms. 


Created by Len Wein, John Romita and Herb 
Trimpe, the Wolverine character was first intro- 
duced in the /ncredible Hulk comic #180 in October 
of 1974. 


Logan has both natural born mutant powers as 
well as adapted enhancements. He can regenerate 
himself down to the cellular level at a super-human 
speed, which affords him the ability to age very 
slowly and gives him immunity to poisons, most 
drugs and an enhanced resistance to diseases, 
though he is not immortal. His bone claws and skel- 
eton were grafted in adamantium by the Weapon 
X program, which makes them almost unbreakable 
and makes him weigh about 300 Ibs. 


Along with his laundry list of mutant powers, 
Logan is a trained ninja, soldier, samurai, spy and 
more. He is talented at hand-to-hand combat, mul- 
tiple martial arts and a variety of bladed weapons. 
He is also fluent in multiple languages and is well 
known for being a brut and having a dry sense of 
humor. 
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YOU CAN SEE 
LONSTERMASH 
COSPLAYING AS 
THE WOLVERINE 

AT THE LONG BEACH 
COMIC EXPO 

MAY 31ST WEEKEND. 


CATCH OFFICIAL EXPO 

PHOTOGRAPHER NING WONG 
AT HIS OFFICIAL PANEL 
JUNE 1ST! 
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LONSTERMASH 


Inside Geek Fantasy’s Epic Cosplay: 
X-Men: Wolverine 


What inspired you to cosplay Wolverine? 


| was inspired to cosplay Wolverine because | have always been a big fan of him and the X-Men, since | was a 
young teenager in the early 80’s. This cosplay actually began as a Halloween costume, though, shortly after X3 
came out, and a lot of people told me that | had a good resemblance to Hugh Jackman, even when | was clean 
shaven! 


The resembance is remarkable! Was it then that you decided to share Lonstermash with the cosplay community? 


It was a BIG hit at all the parties | attended. At the time, | didn’t even know what “cosplay” was, but a few years 
later (in 2012), | just happened to be in San Diego on Comic Con weekend (total coincidence), and | saw allthe 
great cosplayers there and wanted to do my costume the following year (since | live in L.A.). Lucky for me, some 
random person gave me a flier that day for a big convention in L.A. taking place 2 months later, called Comikaze, 

so | revived my Logan and debuted it there, as my first official cosplay. 


You have one of the best Wolverine/Logan cosplays we have ever seen! Were you received well at Comikaze? 


| was a huge hit and felt like an A-List celebrity at a red carpet party with all the fans and pictures that were tak- 
en, and it was the most fun | had, had in years! | met some other cosplayers a few weeks later, thanks to all of us 
being featured on a video on Youtube, and they then really introduced me to the world of cosplay, and here | am! 
| have been to about 15 cons since | started cosplaying him back in September of 2012, including Comikaze, Long 
Beach Comic Con, Wondercon, San Diego Comic Con, and Dragon Con. I’ve also been to many smaller cons here 
in L.A. 


That’s quite an introduction! Were you a fan of the comics before you ever decided to cosplay as Wolverine? 


The only actual comics | have read are the ones | subscribed to 30 years ago (yes, they mailed them to my door), 
most of which were Uncanny X-Men. 


It’s really amazing to have comic fans cosplay as characters they have loved for years. We have to ask about your 
actual transformation, since we doubt you wake up looking like Logan. What do you do to become the Wolver- 
ine? 


It takes me about 3 weeks to get a decent beard (4 if | really want it to look good), and | grow my hair out about 
this long, as well, in order to get my Logan look. | keep in top shape all year, so that’s never an issue. Besides 
that, throw on my jeans and undershirt and claws, and I’m good to go. 


It seems to really help if you physically look like the character, but that may not always be easy to achive. Does 
your personality match Logans? 


My favorite part of cosplaying Wolverine is imitating his gruffness. I’m a pretty mello, peaceful person, but this 
allows me to let out my inner bad ass! | also love how well he is received by the fans of all ages at conventions. 
| have done some silly and comical pictures with my Wolverine cosplay. | even had pics of me getting my “nails” 
done in an actual nail salon! I’m a big goofball at heart, and this allows me to exhibit my comedic side. 


Do you have any particular cosplay moments that are memorable to you? 


I’ve done some charity work visiting a children’s hospital, which was REALLY awesome! The funniest thing that 
has happened to me while cosplaying him has to be someone asking me if | really was Hugh Jackman. 


We can’t go without asking, what it was like to shoot your epic cosplay photos? 


| tried to really feel the rage of the character in order to hit the facial expressions and poses. | also looked at ac- 
tual movie posters from the movies as inspiration, especially the samurai looking ones from The Wolverine. When 
| got the images back from my photographer friend, Ning Wong (who already is a full-time wedding photogra- 
pher and very talented), | couldn’t believe my eyes! | was beyond happy with the final product and proud of the 
fact that they weren’t even photo shopped: very good use of lighting, but no shopping. 


Is there anything you want to say to other cosplayers or your convention fans? 


| love doing this cosplay, and | hope to keep it up for many years to come! If any of your readers ever see me at a 
convention, I’m VERY personable, too, so don’t be afraid to say “Hi” and ask for a picture! GF 
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Got a PS4? If not, you 
might want to go out 
and get one because 
the first mega hit of 
the console has arrived. 
Chock full of action, 
superpowers, a great 
storyline, dramatic cut 
scenes and countless 
other goodies to make 
you go gaga, 
inFAMOUS: 
Second ie 
Son will 
have you} 
hanging off | 
the end of 
your seat 
grinning like 
a fool. 
Drool is optional. 


Review by: Mark Majndle 


You are Delsin Rowe, a “man with a plan and an aerosol can” (keep 
reading, you will understand later). Delsin is just your average young 
Native American kid at the beginning of the game. Well, if you call 
being constantly arrested for tagging everything in sight average. 
Oh yeah, the cop that always arrests him is his older brother Reggie 
(hence the name Second Son). 


FAMILY MATTERS 


You start off the game tagging up a billboard and being arrested 
when, all of a sudden, a military truck crashes. Reggie rushes over 
to try and help the people in the truck, when one of the “convicts” 
in the back grabs a hold of Delsin (voiced by Troy Baker, who else). 
One problem though, as soon as the prisoner grabs him, Del sucks up 
the guys power “like a sponge.” A few minutes and a burnt down fish 
guttery later, you meet Brooke Augustine, the villain of the game. 
Brooke heads up the Department of Unified Protection, an agency 
whose sole purpose is to hunt down and imprison conduits (people 
with superpowers). Here’s the funny thing though: she and all of her 
agents are conduits. So yeah, you’re fighting other super powered en- 
emies in this game. To make a long story short, Augustine decides to 
torture the Akomish people - Delsin’s tribe — to see if they have any 
information about the prisoners. She does this by putting concrete 
spikes into them. 


A week later, our man wakes up in the hospital fully healed (because 
he has powers!) and finds out what Augustine did to his people. The 
only way to cure them is to have the concrete power himself. Delsin 
and Reggie take off for Seattle, and thus our game begins. 


SLEEPLESS 


Welcome to the mean streets of Seattle, home of grunge, the Super 
Bowl champion Seahawks, and our very own “Cardinal” Gary Brooks 
and “Pope” Jason Sacks. Sucker Punch studios did something amaz- 
ing for the setting of this game. Not only did they use a real city, but 
they used one that, as far as | can recall, has never been seen ina 
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video game — and boy, oh boy, did they make it look purty too. 


Seattle looks amazing from street level, all the way to the wondrous 
giant Mount Rainier in the backdrop. No detail was left out as far 
as textures go. From shingles on roofs all the way to cracks in the 
roadway you have a visual delicacy that looks tastier than grandma’s 
fried chicken. The team even imported actual landmarks from the 
city including the Space Needle, local businesses (including authentic 
street art), and just about everything else but the lengthy panel lines 
at the recent Emerald City Comic Con. 


It’s a fresh look at an open world city game that isn’t just a concrete 
jungle like New York or L.A. Seattle is a beautiful green city in real life, 
and it looks just as stunning in the game. 


THE inFAMOUS... 


As in past games, you have two choices as far as your actions 
go: You can either follow the path of the Hero and be loved by the 
Seattle-ites, or you can be infamous, willing to sacrifice anyone and 
anything to accomplish your goal. There is no middle ground as the 
development of your powers depends on how good or bad you are, 
and each path has its own advantages and disadvantages. 
With the story veering off in two separate paths, this gives the game 
replay value of at least two full playthroughs (trust me, after seeing 
where the story goes one way you WILL want to see the other). 
Personally, | play the game as infamous first for two reasons: Being 
bad makes your offensive powers incredible since you don’t have to 
worry about collateral damage and, second, the name of the game is 
inFAMOUS. 


If you’re a really bad goody two-shoes and just can’t find yourself 
slaughtering hundreds of fake digital innocents, the Hero path hooks 
you up with amazing defensive skills and non-lethal takedowns of 
enemies. This path is more difficult though because you have to 
watch out for civilians. Hurting the civilians will hurt your Karma Level 
and make it harder to advance your powers to the next level. Whatev- 
er you choose first, you will play the game a second time just to see 
what the other side of the force has to offer, Jedi. 


SIDE MISSIONS OF MAYHEM 


Second Son is all about kicking the DUP straight out of Se- 
attle. To do this you not only have to complete the main mis- 
sions, but you have to decimate their foothold in the city. They 
have cameras, secret agents, security checkpoints, advertising 
and more just waiting for you to shoot, paint over (yeah, 
you're a tagger!) and incinerate to your heart’s delight. Clear- 
ing out districts opens up fast travel locations and creates a 
DUP free safe zone for you to sit back and sip your Starbucks 
in. It’s also vitally important for you to hunt down the drones 
circling overhead as each one contains a blast shard used to 
buff up your crazy conduit skills. 


Then there are all those wonderful clean pieces of wall 
hanging all around the city, just waiting for a tagger to speak 
their mind on. As with everything in the game, when you get 
to the tag spot you have a choice to either inspire or create 
fear. Whatever your choice, you get to create some incredible 
graffiti art. Getting 100% completion is actually easy in this 
game compared to others. All of these sub-activities are listed 
on the map for you, just waiting for you to get ‘em. Hell, | did 
it twice. 


LOST-IN POWERS “». 


For the first time in the inFAMOUS k 
series you get to tote around more : 
than the power of electricity. As a 
matter of fact, you don’t even get 
electricity this time around. You 
start off with smoke. Now | 
know what you’re thinking, # 
“Smoke? What the hell is ; \ aN 
that gonna do?” Some } ai ij 
pretty epic damage, that’s oll 
what. You get to shoot smoke b 
balls, smoke missiles, and whip > s§ 
around a chain that can cause ! 
some serious damage to the DUP Jd ® 
flunkies. You can also travel through “Samy 
vents to reach the tops of buildings 
in a flash. 


Smoke not your thing? Hath no fear, parishioners, because 
Delsin shortly acquires a second power set... NEON! | know 
right, freaking neon powers — by far my favorite. With neon 
you Can snipe enemies with disintegrating headshots from far 
off and run at the speed of light, even straight up buildings. 
Your chain even turns into what appears to be a light saber 
(blue if you’re a Hero, red if you’re inFAMOUS)! Players will 
also obtain the ability to call in angels and demons straight 
out of a video game, and shoot death rays out of your finger- 
tips. And this is why those blast shards are important; each of 
these powers requires them for upgrades. The more you have, 
the more of a one man destructive force freak of nature total 
badass you get to be. 


Faithful followers, look. This is the first true PS4 exclusive hit. 
If you have Sony’s next-gen console, this is the game you can’t 
miss. With endless hours of excitement waiting for you, why 
haven’t you bought this game already? 


GF 


Deadp 


| am concerned. 


(ay 


Nope, not about my weight or the fact that Justin Bieber, the fuhrer 
of teen world, is trying to bring the Apocalypse faster. 


No, | am concerned that barely anything shocks me anymore. 
Everything that should terrify me seems... fake. | came to the conclu- 
sion after a few key moments in my life. 


The first moment came when a former friend (I say former because 
he was, to put it nicely, a dick) linked me to the famous trailer of 
Hungry B*tches, better known to the Internet as 2 girls 1 cup. 

Seeing reactions beforehand made me wonder how extreme it would 
be. Oddly enough, | sat with the deadpan expression on my face 
observing what should be vomit inducing. 


It might be a product of my early teen years watching Jackass and 
their copies, such as Dirty Sanchez, which trained me to bear with 
gross moments. Letting the ex-friend see my reaction on webcam, 
it was rewarding to see him disappointed at my lack of dramatic 
response. 


The second moment happened just before my third moment, but | 
prefer to save the best part as the crescendo of my rant opus. | was 
bored and suffering from insomnia (as | do), checking my phone to 
see any activities on any social media | am part of. Then | decided to 
Google “Pain Olympics” for no reason and accidentally landed on 3 
guys 1 hammer. Watching the video, | was declaring to myself that 
this was well produced, unknowing of the fact that | just watched a 
snuff movie. Doing research afterwards and discovering the awful 
truth, | couldn’t help but feel dumb and ignorant. 


All | could ever wonder is why no one took this video down for hu- 
manity’s sake? Or to respect the victim’s family? But alas, what goes 
on the Internet stays on the Internet. 


The grand finale happened in real life after volunteering for a big 
event downtown. It was close to midnight and something evil was 
lurk... Sorry, if | type “close to midnight”, | tend to break into Thriller. 
Anyway, | had to catch the bus home since the subway was closed. | 
got inside a rather empty bus and we went a few stops until a punk 
comes in with lots of red on him. Mind you, it was during Halloween 
so naturally the skeptic that | was, figured that he was just trying to 
be ‘edgy’. He stumbled drunkenly past me and brushed his red area 
on my right side. Sniffing the stains made me look at the bus driver 
who decided to drop the wounded punk to the hospital nearby. 


An elderly man and myself had to lead the punk to the entrance 
and | quickly went to the toilet to wipe off the damn blood to 
avoid questions back home. 


Yes, apparently | am a tough 
nut to crack when it comes 
to shocking things, but show 
me an extreme close-up of a 
spider or One Direction half 
naked, and then I'll guarantee 
you that | am running for my 
life. Because some things are 
still terrifying and vomit 
inducing. 


DAVID LOVE 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


Beauty | Fashion | Cosplay 


truetd.com/davidlovephotography 
facebook.com/davidlovephotography 
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EK FANTASY GIRL 


_ Born Anna Marie, human mutant Rogue is 
best known for her involvement with the 
X-Men, though she began in the Brother- 
hood of Evil Mutants. Following the movie 
storyline, she was brought into the Xavier’s 
School for Gifted Youngsters after being 
rescued by the X-Men from Sabretooth. 


Published by Marvel Comics, Rogue first 
appeared in Avengers Annual #10 in 
November of 1981. 


Rogue is considered one of the more 
powerful mutants in the X-Men with abilities 
including: skin-to-skin power absorption 

to the extent of absorbing memories and 
permanent power transference while 
quickly killing her victim. While with the 
Brotherhood of Evil Mutants, she gained an 
expertise in martial arts and unarmed com- 
bat. The movie storyline has.a far weaker 

: character, who is more afraid of her powers 
aoe Fs than.in control of them. 
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he culmination of all of Fox’s X-Men movies is 

arriving with the release of X-Men: Days of Future 

Past, and it calls to mind all of the movies that have 
led up to this epic-ness. There have been high and low points on the 
road to this latest installment of Fox’s franchise and we are reviewing 
all of the hits and misses in hopes of preparing ourselves for the “Fu- 
ture Past” to come. 


The first X-Men movie brought all of our expectations and hopes to 
a climax as we had the pleasure of seeing our childhoods put onto 
the screen. The casting choices were generally quality, regardless of 
how their characters were written. The story was essentially following 
Wolverine and Rogue through their journey to finding their home with 
Professor Xavier and the X-Men. We loved these two characters in 
the comics and animation so we had the highest of expectations. The 
issue came when they changed the character of Rogue completely! 
For those of you who are unfamiliar with Marvel outside of the movies, 
Rogue is a mutant whose power is the absorption of the powers of 
other mutants by touching any part of her skin to theirs (giggity). Early 
in her career, Rogue was taken in by the Brotherhood of Evil Mutants 
and permanently absorbed the powers from the then Ms. Marvel, Carol 
Danvers. This movie was the origin story for our X-Men and none of 
this happens in the movies. We assume they did this to create a weak 
character to contrast with Wolverine’s awesomeness and if you need to 
weaken a character, you just can’t choose Wolverine, or you might get 
three holes in your stomach. The disappointment of Rogue’s character 
aside, the other members of the core X-Men seemed very close to their 
comic book counterparts, so points for that. 


The opening shot of the movie depicts a scene from Magneto’s 
childhood as his powers manifest for the first time in a Nazi prison 
camp, as he tries to reach out to his mother. It’s an epic opening scene, 
but a bit harsh to begin a movie with. Perhaps that was their point. 
We then catch a glimpse of Rogue’s powers and how it is lethal to 
her love life as she puts her boyfriend into a coma with a brief make- 
out session. Our team begins to come together as Rogue runs away 
and finds Logan fighting in a bar for money and booze. One of the 
best parts of the film is how it showcases all of the Mutant’s powers, 
such as when Logan stabs Rogue after having nightmares about the 
Weapon X program but she is able to heal herself using his powers! 
Brilliant! Where the movie failed the geek community was the fact that 
you didn’t get enough action from the rest of the X-Men. Storm had a 
few scenes where you saw her use her powers but where was Cyclops 
showing how much of a bad ass he is? He is another character they 
heavily weaken for “movie sake”. This is a recurring issue in the trilogy 
of movies, but we will touch on that in a little while. 


The plot for the first movie was focused around Magneto wanting 
to change some United Nations representatives into mutants so that 
countries would be forced to accept Mutants. Fortunately Professor 
X and his X-Men stop his plan before Magneto’s machine ends up 
killing all of the World Leaders. Overall, the movie was an acceptable 
platform for the series to be introduced, even if we did not get to see 
much action from the X-People who weren’t Wolverine or Storm. The 
movie left us all wanting to see more and we got it in the following 
installment. 


X2: X-Men United is the superhero/super villain team-up movie in 
which the two factions must “Unite” (see what they did there?) to take 
on Colonel William Stryker, the man who put the adamantium inside of 
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Wolverine! Stryker believes that mutant kind is a threat to the human 
race and needs to be extinguished. Obviously, our Mutant heroes (and 
villains) take offence to this and so we have action! Once again, the 
movie starts off with an epic scene inside the White House. During a 
tour, a man in a trench coat and sunglasses (which totally wouldn’t 
make him noticeable or anything) begins teleporting around and 
taking out Secret Servicemen left and right on his way towards the 
President. We also notice that the guy is completely blue with a partic- 
ularly sharp row of teeth. Just as he is about to put the kibosh on the 
President as he sits in the oval office, he is shot by one of the guards 
and teleports away. Awesome. 


Since the last movie, our main protagonist Wolverine had left to go 
figure himself out. All of his questions led him to Alkali Lake where 
he found... nothing. With no other leads, Logan heads back to Xavi- 
er’s School for Gifted Youngsters where he gets to play babysitter as 
Storm, Jean Grey, Cyclops, and the Professor have other places to be. 
Storm and Jean head off to Boston to find Nightcrawler (the mutant 
that was teleporting around the White House in the opening scene) 
while Cyclops and Xavier visit the Master of Magnetism, Magneto, in his 
plastic prison. Sounds simple right? What could go wrong? The answer 
is pretty mucheverything. First, Storm and Jean find the holy man who 
smells of brimstone relatively easily thanks to Jean’s telekinesis. So 
far so good. The problems start as the school is attacked in the middle 
of the night by a military group that begins kidnapping (mutant-nap- 
ping?) the children. It was a stealth operation until one of the little girls 
gives a sonic scream that sends Wolverine into action. As Logan begins 
dispatching soldiers left and right, the older mutants start evacuat- 
ing everyone through hidden tunnels in the walls. Meanwhile, Logan 
discovers the leader of this military group is William Stryker (dun dun 
dunn). Stryker begins talking to Logan as though he knows him and 
just before we get any real information or answers, Iceman conjures a 
wall of ice to separate Wolverine from the attackers. Wolverine is far 
more disappointed to get away safely than to question the guys with 
the guns. 


At the same time, Cyclops and Xavier discover that someone has 
been mind-controlling Magneto using a chemical drip on the back 
of his neck. Before they can even process the information, they are 
attacked by a mutant named Yuriko Oyama (Lady Deathstrike for the 
nerds out there) who takes out Cyclops with relative ease. Before we 
continue, we would like to point out a huge injustice that is present in 
all of the X-Men movies. Why is Cyclops such a weak pansy? Who de- 
cided it was a good idea to cast James Marsden as Jean Grey’s Jealous 
Boyfriend? We’re pretty sure he would have been a quality Cyclops. 
Helluva chin. He’s the leader of the X-Men, damnit! The man’s strategic 
genius rivals Captain America’s, he can shoot force beams from his 
eyes and is an accomplished hand-to-hand combatant. He gets no 
respect in these films and isn’t even present in the last movie because 
they kill him off in the beginning of the third installment! On top of 
killing him off, they gave him an off-screen death! Seriously? Respect 
the Ruby quartz glasses! 


FOTORE 


Excuse the rant... 


Predictably, the X-Men band together with the Brotherhood to com- 
bat their genocide. Stryker’s plan was to use Cerebro and Professor 
Xavier to kill all of the Mutants in the world at once without even firing 
a bullet. After finding Stryker’s base at the bottom of Alkali Lake, our 
heroes take the battle to him in spectacular fashion. One of the best 
fight sequences in the movie takes place between Wolverine and Lady 
Deathstrike in the room where Logan became the adamantium laced 
beast that he is! Wolverine ends up giving her a custom punishment by 
injecting her with hot liquid adamantium until it seeps out of her eyes 
and oozes from her lips. It’s a proper death as we watch her slowly sink 
to the bottom of tank with her newly administered weight. In the end, 
the dam surrounding the base is about to breach, as our heroes evac- 
uate the facility before they are all overcome by the deluge. Their jet 
was damaged after Rogue failed her “flight test” upon arrival so Jean 
takes the third act crescendo, leaving the jet and using her telekinesis 
to lift the aircraft and manually start the engines before she is overtak- 
en by the massive wall of water and seemingly killed. 


The last movie of Fox’s trilogy titled X-Men: The Last Stand, intro- 
duces us to an entire new gaggle of mutants who must choose to side 
with Magneto or the X-Men. Jean has returned, with a new person- 
ality and new hair, and as her first act as Phoenix, disintegrates her 
boyfriend Cyclops. Please see our previous rant on that. Storm and 
Wolverine go and find her knocked out at Alkali Lake while Cyclops’ 
glasses float around in the fog. Basically, Phoenix goes absolutely 
batshit on anyone and everyone, including Professor Xavier, who dies 
(on-screen at least) as he and Magneto try to convince Jean to go to 
their respective sides. His death was in justifiably extreme slow motion 
as he gives the burning red Jean final words of advice while Wolverine 
overlooks the tragedy. Talk about drama. 


Magneto’s personal antagonist in this movie is a company named 
Worthington Labs that has come up with a “cure” for mutants, which 
would take away their powers and change any mutant appearances to 
“normal”. He believes that the government will use this “cure” to take 
out mutants who are not willing to voluntarily take it. It seems that he 
is proven right when, during a scene where he makes a jail-break at- 
tempt to get Mystique, she is shot by a “cure” dart and is transformed 
into an absolutely stunningly naked Rebecca Romijn, nevertheless a 
“normal” human. 


The big finale pits Magneto and his Brotherhood, including Phoenix, 
against Wolverine and the remaining X-Men. The X-Men are already 
overwhelmed defending the Worthington labs facility where the mu- 
tant boy who can create the cure is being held. We aren’t introduced 
to all of the players in the scene but if you pay attention to the details 
you can see Jubilee, the Stepford Cuckoos, and Psylocke all making 
appearances, not that the characters themselves were fully realized 
or justly represented. In the end, Wolverine distracts Magneto long 
enough for Beast to inject him with the cure. Unfortunately the humans 


take a battery of shots at Phoenix, who returns a telekinetic, 
molecule dispersing energy that eliminates the entire force. 
Let’s do this, Logan! As Phoenix disintegrates humans and 
mutants alike, Logan takes one weighted step at a time, self- 
healing at a rapid rate, trying to get close to the raging Phoenix. Hav- 
ing only moments to speak to the Jean-within, he fulfills her begging 
request, thrusting his adamantium claws into her fleshy middle and rid- 
ing the world of any further wrath of the Phoenix. Take a breath. With 
Jean dead, the only big reveal left was the after credit scene featuring 
Xavier’s voice saying hello to Moira MacTaggert from the body of a 
comatose patient. He’s alive! 


FEATURE 


In Geek Fantasy’s opinion, the last and best movie in the Fox series 
is X-Men: First Class. There were flaws in the script and some gen- 
eral ideas but they still pulled off an entertaining movie with great 
casting choices... except for Emma Frost. She may have been great 
on Mad Men, but January Jones was a terrible fit for this role. Her 
scenes were just a little boring and her “acting” was horrendous. Other 
than that, the movie soars, from James McAvoy as Professor Xavier, 
Jennifer Lawrence as Mystique, and Michael Fassbender as Magneto. 
The story begins by taking us back to the Nazi camps with the young 
Erik Lensherr crumbling the metal gate with his powers. Remind you 
of anything? We meet Sebastian Shaw who is going by the name Dr. 
Klaus Shmidt as he begins experimenting on Erik, even going as far as 
killing his mother in front of him just to see Erik’s powers manifest. Sick 
guy that Shaw. 


We see how all of the characters first meet each other and learn 
that Mystique and Xavier were extremely close and almost a family 
before she chooses to follow Magneto and his policies. Fassbender 
plays a vindictive yet charismatic Magneto who wants Justice for all 
the wrongs committed against Mutants, starting with those committed 
against himself by Shaw. The inner battle of right and wrong going on 
under the skin of Magneto is evident in the portrayal of Fassbender’s 
character throughout the movie and makes us want to see more of 
him. 


We are also introduced to new mutants left and right including 
Azazel, who is supposed to be Nightcrawler’s father. Scott Summers’ 
brother Alex Summers is introduced as Havok and we get to meet 
Hank McCoy for the first time as well. As the movie comes to a cre- 
scendo, Xavier and Magneto argue on the beach after Magneto kills 
Shaw and is attempting to destroy two fleets of military ships that fired 
upon them. MacTaggert shoots at Magneto, who deflects the bullets 
easily yet carelessly and ends up hitting Xavier in the spine with one 
of the bullets. In a flash forward sequence, we see Xavier in a wheel- 
chair outside of the X mansion where we hear that he intends to open 
a school. Granted, that’s a brief overview, but we consider First Class 
a well cast, overall above average attempt at a large collaborative of 
mutant introductions with excellent sequel potential. 


All of these movies, together with the latest The Wolverine movie, 
have led up to the next blockbuster: X-Men: Days of Future Past, where 
we get to see all of the characters that we have seen since the first 
X-Men through First Class, come together to go into the past to save 
their future. Not enough has been said about how huge this is for Fox, 
as it is the same general idea as having an Avengers movie. If this mov- 
ie plays out as well as we hope it does, it will open a world of possibil- 
ities for Fox’s Marvel Universe and a greater potential for the X-Men to 
thrive in cinemas. 
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Cuma Chrost 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY JOEL ALVAREZ 


As the White Queen of the Hellfire Club, Emma Frost is a power- 
ful telepath mutant from Marvel Comics, first appearing in Uncanny 
X-Men #129 in 1980. Created by Chris Claremont and John Byrne, 
this beautiful blonde character is known for her voluptuous figure, 
dry wit and her icy cold wardrobe. This bombshell may have been 
allied with many groups but she is now part of Cyclops’ X-Men as 
well as being the former head mistress of the Xavier Institute. 


Geek Fantasy Magazine and The Black Tape Project have been 
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gearing up to collaborate to produce an ambitiously dynamic 
pictorial for our pages. We undoubtedly have succeeded with the 
benefit of Playboy’s International Blonde Vixen Playmate Khloe 
Terae and her stunning portrayal of X-Men’s Emma Frost in white 
and silver tape, a majestic cape and a pair of chrome studded 
heels. To say she is a Geek Fantasy Girl is a title she holds with 
grandeur, as we couldn’t think of anything more epic than a global 
recognized goddess covered in nothing but tiny well-placed pieces 
of shiny tape. 


GEEK FANTASY FEATURE 


THE USE OF 
WHITE TAPE IS 
RARE FOR THE 

BLACK TAPE 

PROJECT. 


WHITE IS EMMA 
FROST’S 
SIGNATURE 
COLOR AS SHE 
Is ALSO NAMED 
THE WHITE 
QUEEN. 


THE BLACK 
TAPE PROJECT 
USED EXCLUSIVE 
SILVER TAPE TO 
HELP CREATE 
THIS CUSTOM 
COSPLAY. 


THE SILVER 
TAPE IS 
REMINISCENT OF 
EMMA FROST’S 
DIAMOND SKIN. 
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She has credentials for days, earning the Ni 
litle of Playmate in 10 different countries . 
and finding herself on the cover and inside 
the pages of countless publications, so all 
we had were dreams and fantasies of this 
lovely lady being a geek, until now. Inter- 
hational stunner Khloe Terae gives us her 
seek card credentials and talks all about 
What it was like to shoot her Black Tape 
pictorial while giving us some hints as to 
how to date a fine woman like her! 


We want to know all about your X-Men fandom. Have you 
read the comics? 

| didn’t read the comics, but | have FOUR brothers so 
| definitely heard enough about them! 

Growing up in a geek-saturated household is a familiar place for many 
of our readers. We could guess, but we would rather you tell us all about 
your favorite X-Men character. 

Although | love EMMA Frost, my favorite character would have to be 
Mystique! Everything about her, attitude and all is so ME! | would love to 
run around shifting into ANYONE and being able to manipulate any man 
or women on earth would be pretty sick too! 

Mystique is like a mutant in permanent body paint, so we definitely 
can’t compalin! Looking at the movies that have been released so far, 
which is your favorite? 

X-Men First Class is definitely my favorite so far. Both of my girls 
Emma Frost and Raven in ONE film, not to mention one of my favorite 
actresses right now is Jennifer Lawrence. | love how she can go from 
something like X-Men to American Hustle and The Hunger Games. 

She is taking over the industry right now!!! 

We are 100% on board with you. It’s pretty cool to see a woman 
that looks like you to be geeked-out over a movie that originated 
from a comic book. Do you have any special plans to see the 
movie? 

The theatre near my place in Miami, Florida does this amazing 
pre-screening for each epic movie the day before it comes out. 

They will show X-Men First Class followed by the premiere of 
Days of Future Past. | just recently went to their Premiere/ 
Movie marathon of Thor, Avengers, then Thor 2and more 
recently they showed Captain America, and the sequel! 

It’s pretty awesome to attend because you get a sick 

movie pass and poster to keep! 

That sounds like an amazing time! You have to 
tell us all about what it was like to shoot your 
Emma Frost Black Tape Project cover. 

It was awesome! | always love shooting with 
Joel and bringing both of our creative 
natures together usually makes a 
catastrophe that turns into magic! 


54 GEEK FANTASY * MAY/JUNE 2014 


yj Some of the best artistic creations start out as a mas- 


sive mess, or even a mistake altogether! What was the 
k~ process like? 


A collaborative creation yielded an incredible result. 
ow did you first meet Joel? 


| and | met in Freeport Bahamas just about a year 


the resort, suitcase in hand, he taped me! Since then we 
have been unstoppable together. 


DC IS CLASSIC... 
BUT RIGHT NOW, 
MARVEL IS TAKING OVER! 


Impromptu Black Tape taping in the hotel room? That 
would be a crazy way to meet a guy. 
..But the WORST place is a club!!! 
Good to know! Have you had any other uncomfort- 
able situations happen like that? 

Talking way too much about your ex or prior girls 
you’ve been with will get you nowhere! | hate when 
guys do that! 

It’s hard to imagine anyone thinking about some- 
one else when you’re sitting in front of them. 

My ideal date scenario is any tropical destination. 
Take me away. | want to see the world! 

Would wearing a superhero t-shirt take us out of 
the game? 
| love it! | rock my Superman tee all the time! 

So the geek-wear is in but what about bringing 
the geekdom into the bedroom with a little 
cosplay? 
| think it’s kinky but | am open to try it out! 

GF 


— 
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RELEASE: May 2, 2014 


Geek Fantasy had the chance to get a pri- 
vate screening of the second coming of our 
favorite web-slinger and we are here to give 
you our thoughts concerning this highly ac- 
claimed sequel to Sony’s monumental reboot 
of the Spider-Man franchise. The Amazing 
Spider-Man 2 had some huge expectations 
to live up to and we must say that it did that 
and more. As per usual this WILL CONTAIN 
SPOILERS! BIG ONES. Flipping this page has 
actually ruined the movie for you if you hav- 
en’t already seen it. If we say “sorry, not sorry” 
will you be angry with us? 


The movie begins with a foreshadowing vid- 
eo recorded by Peter’s father Richard on the 
day he and his wife Mary left Peter with his 
Aunt and Uncle in the first film. Then we see 
how the beginning of the first Amazing Spi- 
der-Man played out from the Peter’s parent’s 
point of view. We loved the idea of having 
that be the first scene as it connects us to the 
first film while still moving us ahead in this 
next installment. 


The first time we see Spidey himself, we get 
a view from the spider symbol on his back as 
he falls, rocketing towards the streets of New 
York. One of the most “amazing” parts of his 
reveal is how you can see his costume ripple 
across his back as he soars through the sky! 
The attention to detail of all the special ef- 
fects will blow your mind. If the effects aren’t 
enough to validate your ticket, the chemistry 
between Peter and Gwen will have you laugh- 
ing one moment and in tears the next. The 
way that Andrew Garfield and Emma Stone 
play off one another is a sight to see and a joy 
to watch. The jokes and playfulness of the Pe- 
ter Parker character is presented perfectly by 
Garfield, who jumps fearlessly into this role, 
with faith in the character and story. Speaking 
of story, a lot of people, fan and critic alike, 
were worried by the amount of villains that 
were being teased in the trailers and all of the 
leaked information prior to the release, Geek 
Fantasy included. We continued to get flash- 
backs to the debacle that was Spider-Man 3, 
regularly breaking out in cold sweats. Thank- 
fully, we had nothing to worry about as the 


56 GEEK FANTASY # MAY/JUNE 2014 


ly Anticipated Reboot is Mai 


villains appeared in their own time and never 
seemed too rushed. 


We were introduced to Max Dillon during the 
opening Spider-Man fight sequence against 
Aleksei Sytsevich and Spidey saves his life. Ja- 
mie Foxx gives such a powerful performance 
as Electro, showing us that he is not evil as 
much as he is confused and awkward. He is 
a tragic villain who just wants to be needed 
and noticed, which leaves him easily suscep- 
tible to the manipulations of Harry Osborn. 
In following Max to work at Oscorp, we get 
a little screen time with B.J. Novak as Alistair 
Smythe. You won't realize it’s him unless you 
listen very carefully as Dillon responds, calling 
him Mr. Smythe. Shortly after their run in, Max 
has a gigantic accident in the Oscorp building 
that leaves him a lifeless husk on the floor... 
for a few hours. He awakens as Electro, stum- 
bling around, sucking up electricity anywhere 
he can as he makes his way to Times Square. 
Cue epic battle number one between Electro 
and Spidey. We loved the slow motion mo- 
ments and all of the special effects that were 
used during this tremendous and stunning 
battle! After Spider-Man takes down Electro, 
the movie moves forward to another intro- 
duction: Harry Osborn. 


Harry has been away at Boarding School for 
an indeterminate amount of time, returning as 
his father Norman lies in his death bead due 
to a physically altering genetic disease. Sur- 
prise Harry, you’re next. Norman tells Harry 
that the company is now his and is left with 
the grand responsibility of finding a cure to 
the family disease. Shortly after giving Harry 
a special hard drive containing information 
and research, Norman dies. Peter reads that 
Norman is dead and that Harry and decides 
visit and console his old friend. Harry 
and Peter used to be close friends 
and the way that their 
interaction is written 
is both comical, and 
telling. They have a 
clever inside joke style 
banter that suggests years 
of close interaction and a kinship 
that is stronger than any time apart could 
weaken. 


taining Its Momentum. 


As Harry is addressing his employees in a 
meeting, we are introduced to another char- 
acter: Felicia Hardy. For the geeks at home 
not in the know, Felicia is destined to become 
the Black Cat, a love interest and part time 
partner to Spider-Man. We are unsure as to 
the extent of involvement that Felicia will 
have in future movies, but it is still a nod to- 
wards the comic fans. Let us just mention that 
the character is naughty and extremely hot, 
and we hope for some very interesting future 
interactions between Spidey and his kitty. For 
now, Felicia is there to act as Harry’s assistant 
and to tell him important plot points such as 
mentioning the possible cure to what is killing 
him and how it could be in the basement. 


Without giving everything away, Peter finds 
out some information about his parents at the 
same time that Harry finds out about what 
Oscorp has really been doing all of 
these years and things get tricky. 

The movie does an amazing job 

of showing the hardships that 
Peter endures in his life as he 
tries to protect his loved ones 
from his life as Spider-Man. 


Peter is faced with tough 
decisions throughout 
the movie including 
questioning if he 
should give his 

best friend 
Harry a 
sample 
of his 


blood that could possibly save his life. He ul- 
timately decides that the risks are too great, 
causing Harry to make some decisions of his 
own. Harry breaks Electro out of Ravencroft 
(another nod to the comics) to help him get 
into the secret levels of Oscorp and retrieve 
this questionable serum that the dying Har- 
ry is desperate enough to use. After taking 
the serum, Harry’s body starts rejecting the 
serum and he must go into the suit that his fa- 
ther made that, along with the serum, would 
heal him. In this secret room, there are many 
items of interest like parts of costumes for 
The Rhino, The Vulture, and Doctor Octopus. 
Besides the Rhino suit, we don’t know how 
the other suits will be used as of yet, but we 
are excited to find out. 


As Harry is Goblin-ing it up, Electro has cut 
the power to the entire city and is battling 
Spider-Man in the penultimate battle of j 
the movie. Gwen shows up to saves 
Peter and has a plan to stop Electro 
but Peter is too worried about 
her safety to accept the help. 
In a tribute to how strong of a 
character Gwen Stacy is, 
Gwen declares that no one 
tells her what she can or 
cannot do. She tells Peter 
that she knows the risk 
of what she is doing and 
that it is her decision to 
be there to help. 


GEEK FANTASY 
EPIC COSPLAYER 
ASM WILLIS 
AS SPIDER-MAN 
WITH CAITLYN 
KELLI AS 
GWEN STACY. 


Reluctantly, Peter agrees and they formulate 
their plan. The action sequence of Elektro 
chasing Spidey around and through pillars is 
absolutely breathtaking. Together, Peter and 
Gwen take down Electro with a well-executed 
plan and without either of them dying. Just as 


we thought the craziness was over, Harry Os- 
born comes flying in, in full-on Goblin mode. 
After seeing Gwen with Spider-Man, he puts 
two and two together and realizes that Pe- 
ter is Spider-Man! FYI: this is bad. Harry sees 
Peter denying him his blood as the ultimate 
betrayal of a friend and decides he needs to 
take away what Peter loves most: Gwen. This 
is worse. As soon as Harry showed up, our 
hearts started beating faster, and we began 
to think that Gwen’s time was almost up. We 
don’t want to ruin the movie completely by 
telling you exactly what happens, but you’ve 
already seen this page, so... 


The end of the movie has Peter too dis- 
traught to continue as Spidey for months. The 
way that he handles what has happened to 
him is portrayed so realistically that it’s hard 
not to feel something. After some advice from 
good old Aunt May, Spider-Man returns just in 
time to take on The Rhino. 


VERDICT: The movie brings us from points of hilarity, to points of utter despair 
and grief on the roller coaster ride that is Peter Parker’s life, all while giving us 
amazing action and beautiful production value. There are bountiful Easter Eggs 
throughout the movie so you will definitely want to be grabbing the Blu Ray once 
it releases so you can check out every little detail! Here’s one to keep an eye out 
for: In the first fight sequence between Spider-Man and Aleksei Sytsevich, look 
closely at Aleksei’s underwear when Spidey pulls his pants down for a little hom- 
age to who he will become later! We are happy to declare that this spider’s web 
has only just begun to be spun, and we can’t wait to get caught in it again. 


MOWIE STATS 


Director: Marc Webb 
Writer: A/ex Kurtzman 
Staring: Andrew Garfield, Emma Stone, Jamie Foxx, 
Dane Dehaan, Sally Field 
Studio: Fox 

Running Time: 742 minutes 
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